
GPAC Meeting 
May 14, 2014 



Agenda 
• Introductions:  GPAC, GPUT, GPULT 

 

• Overview/Background 
 
• General Plan Elements 
 
• Overview of General Plan Schedule 

 
• Next Meeting, Expectations, Roles 
 
• Questions 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tonight we are going to kick off our General Plan Update effort with the General Plan Advisory Committee.  We would like to begin the meeting by getting to know who will be a part of the General Plan Advisory Committee, the General Plan Update Team and the City’s General Plan Update Leadership Team.  Next we will give you a brief overview of what a General Plan is and the background of the City of Placentia’s General Plan Update process.  We will introduce you to the specific elements that the updated General Plan will include and why.  We will give you an overview of the schedule for the update process and anticipated completion.  Finally we will talk about the timing for our next meeting, the expectations for the GPAC and what your role in this process will be.  Finally we will have time for you to ask us any questions you may have and share with us any thoughts you have at this time.  



Introductions 

• GPAC Members 
 
• GPUT Members 
 Liane Schuller, Management Partners: Project Mgr. 
 Lilley Planning Group:  Lead for overall Update 
 RBF:  Lead for sustainability and community outreach 

 
• GPULT Members 
 City Staff from each Department 

 



Overview:  What is a General Plan? 
• Comprehensive, long-range vision 
 

• Direction for private and public 
development 

 

• Provides goals and policies for City 
services 

 

• State requires specific topics/elements 
 Land Use 
 Housing 
 Circulation 
 Conservation 
 Open Space  
 Safety  
 Noise 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The General Plan for a City provides the long-range vision of what the community hopes to be, plans to achieve and will strive to provide for its residents, businesses and property owners.  This vision is intended to look out 30 years in the future and provide direction for private and public development, collaboration and partnership for services and expectations for how a community will grown, mature and handle changing times.  The General Plan is a document offering goals and policies related to the City’s development patterns, infrastructure, services and resources.  The document not only provides information to the current residents, property owners and business operators in a community.  It provides a picture of the community today and in the future to those that are considering moving here, investing here and building or opening a business here.  The General Plan also provides direction, continuity and consistency in decision-making for City leaders.  Despite changes in staff and Council, the General Plan provides a common understanding of the community’s hopes, goals and aspirations for its future.  State Law requires that a General Plan includes 7 topics, known as elements.  City’s are required to update their Housing Element every 8 years and the General Plan is required to be updated every 20 years but more frequent updates are recommended.  The document must be internal consistent and all decisions must be found to be consistent with the General Plan.   



Background:  General Plan Updates 
• Elements adopted 1973 

through 1999  
• Open Space 
• Noise 
• Seismic Safety 
• Circulation 
• Parks and Recreation 
• Land Use 
• Growth Management 
• Housing Element 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The City has been in the process of systematically updating the General Plan on an on-going basis.  The elements have been updated in the following order at various times between 1973 and 2014.  



Background:  General Plan Update 
• Update restarted in 2009 

 
• January 2013, the City 

Council adopted new Land 
use alternatives. 

 
• Lilley Planning Team 

engaged 2013 building on 
the 2009 Draft document 
and 2013 Land Use 
assumptions. 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A comprehensive update of the General Plan was launched in 2007 and substantial progress was made and a Draft Comprehensive document was developed after significant public input and work by the General Plan Advisory Committee in 2009.  While this document was never formally completed additional work had been provided to keep the update moving forward between 2009 and 2013.  The City Council considered options for land use changes, and alternatives In January 2013.   Also, the City adopted its Housing Element in November 2013.  Meanwhile the Lilley Planning Group has been engaged by the City to manage and implement the General Plan Update.  The team is starting the update based on the 2009 Draft document and the land use alternatives adopted by the City Council.   




Land Use Changes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This map provides an overview of the land use changes adopted by the City Council.  The areas in the City where land use changes were adopted are shown with the white labels.  



Expanding the Plan 
• SCAG Sustainability Planning 

Grant 
• Coordinating efforts with 

General Plan Update 
• SCAG program involves: 
 

 

Community 

Economics Environment 

•  Community outreach 
•  Identifying goals and policies 
•  Recommendations for the future 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The City of Placentia has made a deliberate effort to ensure that the General Plan update is not simply an exercise to meet the rules but instead a document that provides substantive direction for a healthier future for the City.  In the Fall of 2013 the City was awarded a SCAG Sustainability Planning Grant.  This provides an opportunity for the City to coordinate efforts and integrate the outcome of this effort with the General Plan.  The SCAG work program includes a significant community outreach effort, identifying sustainability goals and policies and making recommendations for future development code amendment.  



Improving the Plan 

• Update will address contemporary policy issues 
and new regulatory requirements 
 Complete streets    
 Climate change 
 Water quality     
 Smart growth 
 Economic development  
 Healthy communities 

 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of the effort to expand the plan, the new General Plan will include a more holistic and comprehensive look at our community.  Some examples of this new information that the General Plan Update will include will be street design that will include bike lanes, pedestrian paths, landscaping and mobility improvements for vehicles.  Development incentives and opportunities to leverage Placentia’s assets and attract and maintain businesses, services and jobs in the City.  And finally, ensuring that Placentia is walkable, includes healthy choices for food and water and development that fits the community and is compatible with existing uses. 



General Plan Update Schedule 
•   GPAC briefing 
 

May  2014 

•   Community input 
 

Summer 2014 

•   Finalize draft General Plan elements 
 

Late Summer 2014 

•   GPAC / City Council review 
 

September 2014 

•   CEQA scoping 
 

October 2014 

•   Adoption of Updated General Plan Spring 2015 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The following provides an outline of the milestones for the General Plan effort.  



Next Meeting, Expectations, Roles 
• July 2014 

 
• Attend all meetings 
• Review Materials 
• Provide input 
• Talk to neighbors, co-workers, 

family, friends 
 

Be a representative and an expert.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We would like to schedule a meeting with this group for early in July.  The purpose of this meeting will be to provide allow you to provide thoughts, feedback and input on the goals, policies and plans for Placentia’s future.  The expectations for your time on the GPAC is that you attend all meetings.  We don’t anticipate a significant amount of meeting or time.  The time we do ask you to give will be meaningful and efficient.  We will provide you as much of the materials in advance of meetings so you can be prepared and have time to review any background information.  We are asking that you participate throughout this process and provide for us input.  We also will need your help reaching out to the rest of the residents.  In order to truly make this a community based plan, we need your help engaging others.  Finally your role will be to represent your area of expertise as well as the area of the City that you more relate to but we also need you to reach out to others talk to them and learn more about their vision for the community and share that with our team.  



Questions? 
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