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 MINUTES 
PLACENTIA RECREATION AND 

PARKS COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
JANUARY 11, 2016 

______________________________________________________ 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
  
 Present:    Bartelt, Granger, Hunt, Jackson, Newman  
 Absent: Emrick, Dougherty  

  Staff Present:   Stacia Mancini, Interim Community Services Director 
   Maria Elena Maurer, Community Services Coordinator 
    
OATH OF OFFICE – 
Staff Mancini administered the Oath of Office to newly appointed commissioner, Linda 
Bartelt.    
    

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE –  Led by Commissioner Newman. 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS –   None in attendance.  
 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS AND REPORTS -   
Commissioner Hunt commented that he and Commissioner Granger had attended the 
ribbon cutting of the Outdoor Exercise Equipment recently installed at Kraemer Memorial 
Park.  The equipment looks great and is a good addition to the park.  He also noted that 
the graffiti removal in the restrooms was poorly done.   
 
Commissioner Bartelt asked how the placing of the exercise equipment had been 
determined.  Staff Mancini responded that the grant requires that the area has to be low 
income and Kraemer Park meets the demographics.  As far as the actual location where 
the equipment was placed, next to the playground, this allows parents that take their kids 
to the park to watch them and at the same time use the equipment for exercise. 
 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –   
 
December 14, 2015 Minutes 
MOTION by Commissioner Granger to approve the Minutes of December 14, 2015 
as Submitted; SECOND by Commissioner Newman and CARRIED by a 4-0-2-1 
VOICE VOTE (Bartelt, Abstained; Emrick, Dougherty, Absent). 
 

2. MONTHLY REPORT - 
   Staff Mancini indicated that due to the City Hall closure of two weeks during the 

holidays, there was not a lot to report at this time. Coordinator Maurer is working 
on finalizing the next Spring 2016 Placentia Quarterly.  As per the request made 
at the last meeting, Coordinator Brand provided an account of the fees collected 
from field use permits.  From the period 1/1/2015 to 12/31/2015 a total of $97,185 
was collected in permit fees.  The City spent $445,000/yr. total on landscape 
maintenance that includes the contract with Mariposa for $415,000 to mow and 
edge, and $30,000 in fertilizing and pest abatement.  Staff Mancini has asked the 
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Public Works Superintendent, Joel Cardenas, to keep track of the time staff and 
Mariposa spend on fields to determine these costs.  

 
3. PARKS AND FACILITY PROJECT UPDATES - 

Staff Mancini was happy to report that St. Jude Hospital had approved another 
grant for $50,000 to install outdoor exercise equipment at Los Niños Park/Gomez 
Center.  This area also meets the grant requirements.  The agenda report will be 
taken to City Council for approval at their February meeting.  In addition, St. Jude 
Hospital has agreed to pay for the new replacement of pool equipment that is 
needed at both McFadden and Gomez Centers’ pools.  Staff Mancini is waiting to 
find out if they are willing to include re-plastering.  Once the pools have been 
renovated, there is an opportunity to generate revenue by renting the pools for 
birthday parties, or special occasions. 
 
Staff will also be contacting So. California Edison and the Gas Company for 
energy efficiency thermal covers for the pools.  Commissioner Hunt suggested 
that staff also consider plastering the pools with a gray color, which would hold the 
heat better than white.  

 
4. LASER LEVELING OF SPORTS FIELDS - 

Staff Mancini noted that after contacting three different contractors, laser leveling 
the infields would cost about $800 per field. They will be coming out to give a final 
estimate.  Commissioner Hunt indicated the sports users had mentioned at the 
last Sports Advisory Committee meeting that they would want to help with the 
cost. 

 
5. BUDGET UPDATE - 

Staff Mancini reported that a budget draft will not be completed until March.  The 
Interim City Administrator, Damien Arrula, is looking at revenue resources.  He is 
a visionary and comes with a lot of experience in advanced planning when he 
worked at the City of El Monte.  The City is in good hands with his leadership. 
 
In regards to the question asked by Commissioner Granger on the amount left in 
the Park Development Fund, Staff Mancini reported that there is approximately 
$200,000 in this fund.  Last year, $47,000 was collected from park-in-lieu fees and 
as a Capital Improvement Project, $22,600 has been spent for the cement pads 
for the Outdoor Exercise Equipment recently installed as part of the City’s 
agreement with St. Jude Hospital.  There is the potential for additional park-in-lieu 
fees from the planned development of the commercial Santa Fe Downtown 
District, but these are one-time fees.  To expand City dollars, the Park 
Development fund can be used for grant matches.  
 
Commissioners talked about the new restaurants that have opened in Placentia, 
Salt and Ash and Craftsman. Both of these restaurants are a great addition to 
Placentia.   

 
STAFF COMMENTS –    

 Staff Mancini commented that the Cultural Arts Commission, through the C.A.P.E.S. 

program they sponsor (Cultural Arts Project for Every Student), will be presenting the 

award checks to the schools that participated at the January 19, 2016 City Council 
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meeting. The Cultural Arts Commission also will be sponsoring a Photography Contest. 
Information will be included in the Placentia Quarterly.  

 
 Staff Mancini thanked those that attended the Interim City Administrator’s presentation 

on the budget and hopes that it provided clear information on the challenges and the 
financial situation the City is facing in the next 10 year span.  Interim City Administrator 
Arrula and the economic development team will be attending a conference in Las Vegas 
next month; this will be a great opportunity to market the City of Placentia and what it has 
to offer to new businesses. 

 
 Staff Mancini noted that she plans to introduce the new Community Services Director at 

the February meeting. 
  
 AGENDA BUILDING AND MEETING SCHEDULE –  Agenda items for next meeting to 

include St. Jude Hospital Grant Update; Laser Leveling of Sports Fields Update; Park 
Assignments Review and Budget Update. 

 
ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business, MOTION by Commissioner Granger 
to adjourn to Monday, February 8, 2016 regular meeting; SECOND by Commissioner 
Jackson and CARRIED by a 5-0-0-2 VOICE VOTE (Dougherty, Emrick Absent).  
Meeting adjourned on January 11, 2016 at 7:49 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Maria Elena Maurer, Recording Secretary 
Recreation and Parks Commission 


