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MINUTES 

Heritage Festival Committee 

November 18, 2015 

 
1. Meeting called to order at 7:08pm. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. EXECUTIVE HERITAGE COMMITTEE: Bruce Hunt Jr., Janice Lacher, Bruce Hunt, Frank Perez 

4. ABSENT: Carole Nixon 

5. CITY STAFF: Aileen Salazar, Program Coordinator, Veronica Ortiz, Community Services Supervisor, 

Matthew Brand, Community Services Coordinator, Aileen Munoz, Clerical Aid, Maria Elena Maurer, 

Community Services Coordinator, and Felipe Zambrano, Community Service Coordinator. 

6. GUESTS: Gerry Hodges, Peggy Yamaguchi, Vivian Perez, Placentia Community Foundation, Steve 

Pischel, Director of Administrative Services, Ward Smith, Chief of Police 

 

7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: The Committee honored G.R. Hodges by giving a plaque and flowers 

to Gerry Hodges, his wife. G.R. Hodges contributed many years of dedicated service to the Heritage 

Festival Committee. Following Hodges’ recognition, Bruce Hunt Jr. announced his resignation from the 

Heritage Festival Committee Board, effective January 1
st
, 2016. Committee Member Hunt Jr. stated that 

the decision did not come easy since he has participated in the event for over twenty-five years. 

Committee Member Hunt Jr. declared his intention to support committee members in the planning of the 

next event and his hope to continue handling some of the parade activities, such as the creation of the 

line-up. Committee Member Hunt Jr. expressed his appreciation for the support of others over the years, 

his enjoyment working on the Committee, and his gratitude for the opportunity to be a part of the 

Committee. Director of Administrative Services, Steve Pischel, commended Hunt Jr. with a plaque on 

behalf of the City of Placentia and the Heritage Festival Committee.  

  

8. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Committee Member Lacher motioned to approve the minutes of the 

October 7, 2015 meeting. Committee Member Hunt seconded the motion. The minutes were approved 

by a Voice Vote of 4-0-0-1. Guest Peggy Yamaguchi commented a request that two vacant spots be 

removed to show that a quorum existed. 

9. TREASURER’S REPORT: Community Services Supervisor Ortiz spoke on the treasurer’s report, 

informing the Committee that Committee Member Nixon held all of the required information. 

Committee member Nixon had all of the necessary paperwork. The finalization of the treasury was 

tabled and will be picked up during the Committee’s next meeting.  

10. ELECTION OF OFFICERS: Committee Chair Person Bruce Hunt Jr. motioned to postpone the 

elections for new officers until there was clarification if the Heritage Festival will continue next year. 
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Committee member Russell seconded the motion. Staff member Nicks stated that he would make sure 

the Heritage Festival would be placed on a future City Council agenda for direction on the event.   

11. SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Car Show: Committee Member Hunt Jr. stated that car show went very well. There were 247 cars 

registered and 16 cars registered the day of the event. There were 22 no-shows. There were a few 

problems with registration. Some people had shown up that registered but there was no paperwork to 

support they registered. There were also numbers on the paperwork that did not match the cars that were 

registered. There were also barricades that were not put up and the porta potties were not marked “men” 

and “women” this year. There were also a few food vendors that set up in the car show area and cooked 

on the grass.  

Food: Some food vendors were setting up in the car show area and cooking food on the grass. 

Committee Members agreed that next year the food vendors will need to be monitored. Community 

Services Coordinator Brand suggested to put up tape or fencing behind the vendors. It was also 

suggested that next year that the application should state that there will be no cooking on the grass. 

Committee Member Perez suggested that there is an extra attachment in the vendor packet with more 

guidelines on the day of the event. Committee Members also discussed making the spots 10x20 instead 

of just offering a 10x10.  

Entertainment/Advertising: Entertainment and advertising went well. All entertainers were paid on 

time and there were no issues or complaints.  

Crafters/Home Based/Business Expo: There was only one complaint from a Business Expo vendor 

because they did not like their spot. Community Services Supervisor Ortiz discussed with the 

Committee about the refund the vendor requested. Committee Members did not approve to give that 

vendor a refund due to committee policies.  

Parade: Committee Members were unaware of any problems on the parade route until EMS personnel 

arrived. Committee Members discussed ways to improve the parade route in case of extreme heat. 

OCFA, the school districts, and police will be working closer together to ensure safety of participants. 

Water can be passed out at the start of the parade instead of at the end of it. Participants can be given 

paperwork that states they need to be hydrated, bring water, and possibly a change of clothes to get out 

of their uniform. Some other suggestions made by participants were to start the parade earlier or shorten 

the route. Committee Members discussed adding a line item in the parade paperwork that reminds 

participants to do the best they can to arrive on time. One other suggestion not regarding the weather 

was to put more porta potties near the beginning of the parade route.  

Band Review: Nothing to report.  

Games: Nothing to report.  

Non-Profit: Nothing to report.  



 

 

3 

 

Volunteers: Nothing to report.  

12.  STAFF COMMENTS: There was a complaint that the car show was too loud to hear the band playing. 

There was a discussion regarding the meeting schedule. It was decided to not have a meeting in 

December and January and reconvene in February. 

13. . AGENDA BUILDING: Keep the same.  

14. ADJOURNMENT: A motion to adjourn was made by Committee Member Hunt and seconded by 

Committee Member Lacher. The meeting adjourned at 8:38pm. The next regular meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 at 7:00pm. 


