
Placentia
Streetscape and Transportation

Advisory Commission Meeting Agenda
July 20,2O2O

6:OO p.m.
Teleconference call

SPECIAL PROCEDURES NOTICE DURING
COVID-19 EMERGENCY

On March 4,2020, Governor Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency as a result of the threat of
the COVID-19 virus.

On March 17, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20, which temporarily
suspends requirements of the Brown Act allowing public meetings via teleconferencing and making
public meetings accessible telephonically or othenruise electronically to all members of the public
seeking to observe and to address the Council or Commission.

Given the health risks associated with COVID-19, please be advised that the City Council Chambers
are closed to the public and all of the Commission Members are asked to attend this meeting
telephonically. Those locations are not listed on the agenda and are not accessible to the public.

How to Observe the Meetinq
To maximize public safety while maintaining transparency and public access, the Commission
meeting will be available to listen live on AT&T U-verse (Channel 99), Spectrum (Channel 3), and
online at www acentia.o

How to Submit Public Gomment
Members of the public may provide public comment by sending comments to the Streetscape and
Transportation Advisory Commission for consideration at qmerino@placentia.orq. Please limit to
200 words or less. Comments received before or during a Commission meeting, until the close of
the Oral Communications portion of the agenda, will be read into the public record, subject to the
regular time limitations per speaker. Longer submittals will be included in the public record. lf you
are unable to provide your comments in writing, please contact the City Clerk's office for assistance
at (714) 993-8231.

Americans with Disabilities Act Accommodation
ln compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate
in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk's Office at cityclerk@placentia.orq or by calling (714)
993-8231. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will generally enable City Staff to make
reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility while maintaining public safety. (28 CFR
35.102.35.104 ADA Title ll)

Until further notice the City will implement the guidelines of the California Department of Public
Health in regard to social distancing. The City of Placentia thanks you in advance for taking all
precautions to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus. The City will return to normal Commission
meeting procedures as soon as deemed feasible.
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Meredith Castillo
Commissioner

Dr. Arinder Chadha
Gommissioner

Nick Polichetti
Commissioner

Matthew Rocke
Commissioner

Vacant
Commissioner

City of Placentia
4018 Chapman Avenue
Placentia, CA 92870

Phone: (7f 4) 993-8f 48
Fax (71415284640
Website: www. placentia.org

Placentia Streetscape and Transportation
Advisory Commission

Agenda

Regular Meeting
July 20, 2020

6:00 p.m.
Teleconference Gall, City Hall

Procedures for Addressinq the Commission
Any person who wishes to speak regarding an item on the agenda or
on a subject within the Streetscape and Transportation Advisory
Commission's jurisdiction during the "Oral Communications" portion
of the agenda or on a Public Hearing item should send comments for
consideration to omerino(Oplacentia.oro BEFORE that portion of the
agenda is called. Testimony for Public Hearings will only be taken at
the time of the hearing. Any person who wishes to speak on a Public
Hearing item should send comments for consideration to
qmerino@placentia.oro BEFORE the item is called.

The Commission encourages free expression of all points of view. To
allow all persons the opportunity to speak, please keep your remarks
brief. lf others have already expressed your position, you may simply
indicate that you agree with a previous speaker. lf appropriate, a
spokesperson may present the views of an entire group. To encourage
all views, the Commission discourages clapping, booing or shouts of
approval or disagreement from the audience.

Special Accommodations
ln compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need
special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the City
Clerk's Office al (714) 993-8231. Notification 48 hours prior to the
meeting will generally enable City staff to make reasonable
arrangements to ensure accessibility. (28 CFR 35.102.35.104 ADA
Title ll)

Copies of all agenda materials are available for public review on the
internet at www.placentia.orq under the Streetscape & Transportation
Advisory Commission page. Persons who have questions concerning
any agenda item may call the Public Works Department at (714) 993-
8148 to make inquiry concerning the nature of the item described on
the agenda.

ln compliance California Government Code Section 54957.5, any
writings or documents provided to a majority of the Streetscape and
Transportation Advisory Commission regarding any item on this
agenda that are not exempt from disclosure under the Public Records
Act will be made available for public inspection at the City Clerk's Office
at City Hall, 401 East Chapman Avenue, Placentia, during normal
business hours.
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REGULAR MEETING
6:00 p.m. - TELECONFERENCE ONLY

CALL TO ORDER:

ROLL GALL: Commissioner Rocke
Commissioner Polichetti
Commissioner Chadha
Commissioner Castillo

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: (PLEASE SEE PAGE ONE FOR SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS ON
SUBMtTTtNG PUBLTC COMMENT DURTNG THE COVTD-19 EMERGENCY)

At this time the public may address the Streetscape and Transportation Advisory Commission
concerning any agenda item, which is not a public hearing item, or on matters within the jurisdiction
of the Streetscape and Transportation Advisory Commission. There is a five (5) minute time limit for
each individual addressing the Streetscape and Transportation Advisory Commission.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

1. Streetscape and Transportation Advisory Minutes - May 18,2020

Recommended Actions: lt is recommended that the Commission approve the minutes

PUBLIC HEARING: None

REGULAR AGENDA: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Overview of the Urban Forest Protection Ordinance

Recommended Actions: lt is recommended that the Commission take the following
actions:

1. Receive and file the staff report and presentation; and
2. Ask any questions or provide comments to Staff.

OLD BUSINESS: None

DIRECTOR'S REPORT:

1. Capital lmprovement Projects Update

INFORMATION/COMMUNICATIONS : None
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STREETSCAPE AND TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMISSION REQUESTS
Commission members may make requests or ask questions of Staff. lf a Commission member
would like to have formal action taken on a requested matter, it will be placed on a future
Commission Agenda.

ADJOURNMENT
The Streetscape & Transportation Advisory Commission CLOSE to the next regular meeting on
Monday, September 21,2020 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Front Community Meeting Room located at 401
East Chapman Avenue, Placentia CA, 92870.

CERTIFICATION OF POSTING
l, Luis Estevez, Acting Deputy City Administrator, hereby certiflt that the Agenda for the July 20,2020
Regular Meeting of the Streetscape and Transportation Advisory Commission of the City of Placentia
was posted onJ 6,2020

Luis Estevez
Acting Deputy City Administrator

uly
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P LAC E NTIA STREETSCAP E AN D TRANSPO RTAITON ADVISORY COMM ISSION
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

MAY 18,2020

CALL TO ORDER: Acting Deputy City Administrator called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m

PRIOR TO ROLL CALL: Prior to roll call Transportation Manager Paul Martin read into the
record a notice regarding teleconferencing public meetings under the Brown Act during the
COVID-19 health risks. He notes although the Council Chambers are currently closed to the
public, public comment can be made by email to qmerino@placentia.orq.

ROLL GALL:

Present:
Absent:

Commissioner Castillo, Polichetti, Rocke
Commissioner Chadha

STAFF PRESENT:

Luis Estevez, Acting Deputy City Administrator
Paul Martin, Transportation Manager
Gilbert Merino, Office Assistant

PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE:

Commissioner Castillo conducted the Pledge of Allegiance.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:

Chairman Polichetti invited public comments on items which are not public hearings.

There was no public comments received.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

1. Streetscape and Transportation Advisory Minutes - January 21,2020

Recommended Actions: lt is recommended that the Commission approve the minutes

Chairman Polichetti asked the Commission if they had any comments regarding the approval
of the Minutes from the January 21, 2020 Streetscape and Transportation Commission
Meeting. No comments were given.

MOTION BY Gommissioner Gastillo to accept Staff's recommendation. SEGOND by
Gommisioner Roth and GARRIED by 3-0-l-0 vote.

Ayes: Castillo, Polichetti, Rocke

Streetscape and Transportation Advisory Commission Minutes
May 18,2020
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Noes:
Absent:
Abstain:

Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:
Abstain:

PUBLIC HEARING: None

REGULAR AGENDA: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Mid-Block Grosswalks lnventorv:

Recommended Actions: lt is recommended that the Commission take the following
actions:

1. Receive the staff report and consider public input; and

Transportation Manager Paul Martin discussed the results of the Mid-Block Crosswalk
lnventory analysis including the impact of the OC Active report from the Orange County
Transportation Authority.

Chairman Polichetti asked if there were any grant funding opportunities to modernize the Mid-
Block Crosswalk lnventory. Transportation Manager Martin responsed to the Commissioner's
question and highlighted several available opportunities including the City's active pursuit of
grants from the following grant programs: Highway Safety lmprovement Program, Active
Transportation Program, and Bicycle-Pedestrian lmprovement Program. Chairman Polichetti
had no further questions or comments.

Commissioner Castillo inquired about whether the Bastanchury and Valencia intersection were
on Staffs immediate list for improvements. Transportation Manager Martin noted that the City
was awarded grant funding under Caltran's Highway Safety lmprovement Program dnd the
intersction of Bastanchury and Valancia isone of the five intersections scheduled for
improvements under this program funding.

Commissioner Polichetti inquired on whether any public comments was received. Office
Assistant Gilbert Merino noted that no public input being received. No further questions were
discussed by the Commissioners.

MOTION BY Commissioner Gastillo to accept Staff's recommendation. SEGOND by
Commisioner Rocke and CARRIED by 3-0-l-0 vote.

None
Chadha
None

Castillo, Polichetti, Rocke
None
Chadha
None
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OLD BUSINESS: None

DIREGTORS' REPORT:

1. Capital lmprovements Projects Update

Acting Deputy City Administrator Estevez provided the COmmisison an update on the City's
on-going slurry seal and arterial rehabilitation projects including the status, project area, and
next phase in the projects. Acting Deputy City Administrator Estevez welcomed comments
from the Commission.

Commissioner Castillo inquired ¡f COVID-19 will be a factor in hindering the City timeline in any
of the City's street maintenance and rehabilitation projects. Acting Deputy City Administrator
Estevez stated there is no potential effect of COVID-19 affecting the City's timeline for these
projects. Commissioner Castillo had no further questions.

Vice-Chair Rocke asked if funding was secured for these projects. Acting Deputy City
Administrator Estevez responded to the Commissioner's question and explained that the
funding for the current projects is secure including the upcoming Arterial Roadway
Rehabilitation Project. He also noted that there is a potential for cost-savings due to current
low oil prices. Vice-Chair Rocke had no further questions.

Chairman Polichetti inquired if stay-at-home orders allowed for the City to speed up the
progress of completing roadway rehabilitation projects. Acting Deputy City Administrator
Estevez discussed how the speed of project completion is a factor of the overarching process
of design, soliciting bids, and awarding contracts. Chairman Polichetti asked if a sidewalk
renovation program still existed. Acting Deputy City Administrator Estevez stated that Staff is
including sidewalk and curb and gutter repairs in the scope of work for roadway rehabilitation
projects.

Commissioner Castillo asked if residents were responsible for repairing sidewalk damage
caused by tree roots in the parkway. Acting Deputy City Administrator Estevez responded to
the Commissioner's question and stated that homeowners were not financially responsible to
repair sidewalks.

No further questions were discussed

I N FORMATION/COMM U N ICATIONS :

1. Police Department Traffic Summary

No updated was provided.
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STREETSCAPE AN D TRANS P ROTATION ADVISORY COM MISSION REQU ESTS
Commissioner Castillo inquired if the sidewalk on Shady lane was scheduled to be repaired.
Acting Deputy City Administrator Estevez replied to the Commissioner's question and noted
that Shady Lane is scheduled to be repaired in the immediate future.

No further requests were made.

ADJOURNMENT:

Chairman Polichetti closed the Streetscape and Transportation Advisory Commission Regular
Meeting at 9:15 p.m.to the next regular meeting on July 20,2020 at 6:00 p.m in the Front
Community Meeti at 401 East Chapman Avenue, Placentia, CA

Luis Estevez
Acting Deputy City Administrator
Secretary to the Streetscape and Transportation Advisory Commission
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Streetscape and
Transportation Advisory Commission

TO STREETSCAPE AN D TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COM M ISSION

FROM: LUIS ESTEVEZ, ACTING DEPUTY CITY ADMINISTRATOR

DATE: JULY 20,2020

SUBJECT: OVERVIEW OF THE URBAN FOREST PROTECTION ORDINANCE

SUMMARY:

ln 2018, the City Tree Advisory Ad-Hoc Committee was established by the City Council to help
manage and protect the City's urban forest through the adoption of an Urban Forest
Management Program, and an updated comprehensive municipal tree protection ordinance. ln
2019, the City Council adopted the City's Urban Forest Management Program. This policy
document includes various provisions pertaining to tree preservation and protection, serving as
the framework for an updated municipal tree ordinance. On June 2, 2020, the City Council
adopted the Urban Forest Protection Ordinance ("Ordinance"). The ordinance includes
provisions and regulations that protect, preserve, and expand the City's Urban Forest and also
outlines the role in responsibilities of the Streetscape and Transportation Advisory Commission
("Commission") in managing the City's urban forest.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Streetscape and Transportation Advisory Commission take the
following actions:

1. Receive and file the Staff report and presentation; and

2. Ask any questions or provide comments to Staff.

DISCUSSION:

Background
The City's former tree ordinance was originally adopted in 1954 through Ordinance No. 132 and
later incorporated into the Placentia Municipal Code as Chapter 14.12 entitled "Trees and
Shrubs." The focus of this ordinance was on permitting and regulatory oversight of street trees
and shrubs by the Public Works Department and Parks and Recreation Commission. Under the
former ordinance, the responsibility for maintenance, planting and removal of parkway trees was
placed on the adjacent property owner. ln 2017, the City Council elected to re-assume
responsibility for the maintenance of residential parkway trees. As part of that decision, the City
Council directed Staff to implement a four-year tree grid pruning cycle, develop an Urban Forest

,.\CENDA ST,\IìF' REPORT
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Management Program and ultimately a comprehensive update to the City's existing tree
ordinance.

ln 2019, the City Council adopted the City's Urban Forest Management Program ("Program").
The Program identifies long'term preservation and enhancement objectives and key
management considerations including pruning standards, forest expansion, infrastructure
maintenance, environmental resources, land use, aesthetics and community objectives. One of
the goals outlined in the Program was to update the City's tree ordinance with a modernized
ordinance. Over the past year, the City Council Tree Advisory Ad-Hoc Committee ("Committee")
met four (4) times to review different policy options related to preserving and expanding the
Urban Forest which formed the basis of the adopted tree protection ordinance. On April 8,2020,
the Committee reviewed the final draft of the ordinance, provided final comments, and directed
Staff to present the ordinance to the entire City Council for its review and consideration. On May
5, 2020, the City Council conducted a public hearing and first reading of the ordinance and
adopted the Ordinance on July 2,2020.

Summary of the Ordinance
One of the goals outlined in the Urban Forest Management Program was to update the City's
tree ordinance with a modernized ordinance that includes provisions that protect, preserve, and
expand the City's urban forest. The adopted Ordinance regulates the planting, removal and
maintenance of City trees. City trees are defined as any tree which is located in a place or area
under ownership or control of the City including but without limitation to streets, parkways, open
space, and City-owned property. The Ordinance also contains a defined tree removal process
that estabtishes criteria for the orderly removal of City trees when appropriate. The adopted
Ordinance repealed the former tree ordinance in its entirety and replaced it with a new
ordinance that protects the indiscriminate removal of healthy, mature trees within in the City;
prohibits the destruction, "severe pruning," and "topping" of City trees; maintains trees and
mitigates hazards; and provides for the enforcement and administration of tree protection.

Specifically, the adopted Ordinance (1) established a criteria for removal of City Trees; (2)
established a process through which a property owner may apply for a tree removal; (3)
designated the Streetscape Advisory and Transportation Commission as the Tree Advisory
Board to review appeals; (4) prohibits any maintenance on City trees by any person other than
City employees or contractors; (5) established a requirement for an existing tree survey and
arborist report for development projects to ensure impacts to existing City trees are minimized;
(6) requires mitigation for loss of trees as part of development projects; (7) established
requirements of a Tree Protection Plan for construction work (8) established provisions for City
trees when conducting sidewalk and street repair; (9) established penalties and fines to provide
enforcement, and (10) established the Tree Replacement Mitigation Fund which is used to
further tree replacement through tree planting and preservation programs.
Below is a list of the key sections and provisions of the Ordinance for reference:

o Section 14.12.070 - Removal of City Trees
o Section 14.12.080 - Property Owner Requests for Removals
o Section 12.12.120 - Requirements for Private Development Projects
. Section 14.12.130 - Protection of City Trees during Construction
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o Section 14.12.140 - Sidewalk and Street Repair
o Section 14.12.150 - Prohibited Activities and Conditions
o Section 14.12.180 - Violations and Penalties
o Section 12.12.190 - Establishment of a Tree Replacement and Planting Fund

Process for Property Owner Requests for Removals
One of the main components of the updated ordinance is a tree removal request process for
Placentia residents to request removal of City trees in front or adjacent to their property. Under
the ordinance, a property owner can submit a request to the Public Works Department to
remove a City Tree. All tree removal request applications will be evaluated by the Director of
Public Works or his/her designee based on the criterial for removal outlined in Section
14.12.070 titled "Removal of City Trees "of the Ordinance. lf a tree removal request is approved,
the property owner will be required to pay for the subsequent removal and the replanting of two
(2),24-inch box replacement City trees. This provision is intended to sustain the growth of the
City's Urban Forest. The City will determine a viable planting site and it may or may not be
adjacent to the removed tree or on the same property but within the same neighborhood to
maintain the overall character of the neighborhood. As part of this process, the property may
submit an appeal of the Director's decision to the Streetscape and Transportation Advisory
Commission (Commission).

The Commission is responsible for reviewing and determinizing appeals from residents on staff
decisions regarding street tree removals. A property owner must submit a written request for
reconsideration within five (5) business days of the denial. After the appeal has been submitted
in a timely manner to the Public Works Department, the appeal will be heard at the next
available Commission meeting. The Commission may grant an appeal if it finds that the staff
decision would result in a burden on the property owner that substantially outweighs the benefit
to the public. The decision of the Commission is final. lf the appeal is granted by the
Commission, all removal and replacement costs will be borne by the applicant.

Enforcement of the Ordinance
The adopted ordinance established penalties and fines to provide enforcement and deterred
individuals from illegally removing or pruning a City Tree. Under Section 14.12.180 titled
"Violations and Penalties" of the Ordinance, anyone who causes a City tree to be severely
pruned, topped, damaged or removed, or that violates any of the terms of the ordinance are
subject to the following penalties:

1. Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall be subject to the penalties
and enforcement remedies set forth in Chapter 1.08 titled "General Penalty" of the
Placentia Municipal Code.

2. In addition to the penalty set forth above, any person who removes, damages, or
destroys a City tree in violation of the provisions of this section shall pay a fee equal up to
amount of up to five thousand dollars ($5,000) per tree unlawfully injured or removed, or
the full replacement value of said tree, whichever amount is higher. Such amount shall be
payable to the City and be deposited into the Tree Replacement and Planting Fund.
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Tree Replacement and Planting Fund
Under the Section 12.112.190 of the Ordinance, a Tree Planting and Replacement Fund was for
the purpose of replacing City trees that are illegally removed or damaged, to facilitate tree
planting, to ensure mitigation or tree replacement when tree preservation or tree density
standards are not met on a particular site, and to advance the City's goals for the urban forest
and achieve equitable distribution of tree-related benefits across the City. Funds deposited into
this fund may be used as follows:

1. To replace, establish, and maintain City trees illegally removed or damaged.
2. To plant, establish and maintain City Trees where, in the judgment of the Director, they

will enhance the value of the Urban Forest.
Contributions to the Tree Replacement and Planting Fund may occur through a number of
means, including:

1. Payment made in lieu of tree replacement as part of a tree removal approved as stated in
this Chapter.

2. Payment made in lieu of preservation or planting where site or street characteristics or
construction requirements make it infeasible to meet the requirements of this Chapter

3. Payment of restoration fees, civil penalties, or civi! remedies resulting from enforcement
actions for City Trees.

4. Voluntary contributions.

lmplementation of Ordinance
The ordinance became effective July 2, 2020 and Staff has been updating its applications and
the City's website to begin implementing new programs and policies as part of the City's Urban
Forest Management Program such as the Expand the Forest Program. Through this program,
residents will be able to purchase a new tree to be planted in a City park to commemorate a
loved one or a special occasion. Once planted, the City will then assume maintenance
responsibilities to care for the tree. This program has proven popular in other communities and
provides the public with an opportunity for civic involvement and allows the City to continue to
expand its urban forest. Staff is finalizing the outreach materials to open the Expand the Forest
Program to the public and anticipates launching the program in August. When the program is
launched, this information will be made available via our City website at
www.placentia.org/urbanforest and advertised through social media pages, City Administrator
Weekly and quarterly newsletter.

ln addition, Staff will commence the application process to be officially recognized as a Tree City
USA. The application period for the 2020 cycle will be open in September 2020. The Tree City
USA program is sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation with the U.S. Forest
Service, an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the National Association of State
Foresters. The program provides direction, technical assistance, public attention, and national
recognition for forestry programs in thousands of Towns and Cities. To qualify as a Tree City
USA community, a City must meet four standards established by the Arbor Day Foundation and
the National Association of State Foresters: 1) Designation of a Tree Board, 2) Adoption of a
Tree Care Ordinance, 3) A Community Forestry Program with an annual Budget of at Least $2
Per Capita and 4) Annual Arbor Day Observance and Proclamation. With the designation as a
Tree City USA community, the City would become eligible for grants to promote local planting
programs.
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Acting Deputy City Administrator

Attachments:
1. City Council Ordinance No. C,-2020-04 - Urban Forest Protection Ordinance
2. Urban Forest Protection Ordinance Presentation
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Streetscape and Transportation Advisory 

Commission Meeting
July 20, 2020

Urban Forest 
Protection Ordinance 



Background

April 2017: City Council took back responsibility of City 
Trees and directed Staff to develop a Urban Forest 
Management Program

January 2018: City Council Study Session on Urban 
Forest Management Program

May 2019: Adoption of Urban Forest Management 
Program

June 2020: Adoption of Urban Forest Protection 
Ordinance

July 2020: Ordinance became effective July 2, 2020 
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Applicability of Ordinance

• Applies to only to City Trees 

within in any public park, City 

easement, or any, other City-

owned property

• Does not apply to trees on 

private property including 

those maintained by HOAs 

(future policy discussion)

• Does not designate Heritage 

Trees (future policy discussion)
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Overview of Ordinance

• Parameters for Tree Protection & Preservation

▪ Criteria for removal of City Trees

▪ Prohibition of unauthorized removal and activities of City Trees 

▪ Tree protection measures during development projects and construction

▪ Provisions for City trees when conducting sidewalk and street repairs

▪ Procedures for addressing sewer lateral root intrusion issues 

• Procedures for Tree Removals

▪ Tree removal requests by property owners

▪ Appeal process to Streetscape and Transportation Advisory 

Commission

▪ Mitigation measures for loss of City Trees as part of private 

development projects

• Enforcement 

▪ Penalties and fines to provide enforcement 
4



Tree Removal Requests

Section 14.12.080 - Property Owner Request for Removals
• Residents can submit a tree removal request to Public Works via phone, in-

person

• Director of Public Works (Director) or his/her designee will review and
approve or deny requests

• Residents can appeal decisions to the Streetscape and Transportation
Advisory Commission (Commission) within 5 days of a denial

• If a removal request is approved by Director or on appeal to the
Commission, the property owner will be required to pay for the removal and
two (2), 24” box replacement City trees

• City would determine a viable planting site for replacement trees 

▪ May or may not be adjacent to the removed tree 

▪ Within the same neighborhood
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Appeal Process 

6

1. A request to remove a City tree has been denied by the Director. 

2. A property owner can submit a written appeal any time after their request 
to have a City tree removed has been denied by the City. The City Tree 
Removal Appeal Form is available online at www.placentia.org/urbanforest 
or in-person at the Public Works Department inside City Hall. 

3. A property owner must submit a written request for reconsideration within 
five (5) business days of the denial. 

4. After the appeal has been submitted in a timely manner, the appeal will be 
heard at the next available Commission meeting. 

5. The Commission may grant the Tree Removal Request, in whole or in 
part; notwithstanding the conclusive facts, it finds that the burden to the 
property owner if the Request is denied substantially outweighs (1) the 
benefit that a denial provides to the public; and (2) the burden to the public 
if it is granted. The decision of the Commission is final. 

6. If the appeal is granted by the Commission, all removal and replacement 
costs will be borne by the applicant. 



Summary of Tree Removal Criteria

Trees will be removed 

based on the following 

conditions as described in 

the Ordinance :

1. Hazardous Trees

2. Dead Trees

3. Emergency Removals

4. Public Safety

5. Diseases/Insect Infested 

Trees

6. Building Damage

7. Surface Roots

8. Hardscape Damage

Trees will be not removed 

due to the following: 

▪ Leaves getting into gutters 

on to sidewalks or private 

property or a nuisance to 

remove

▪ Messy fruit

▪ Roots getting into the 

sewer lines as a result of 

deteriorating infrastructure

▪ Hardscape damage unless 

a feasible, economic 

solution exists to save the 
tree
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Unauthorized Tree Removal and 

Deterrents 

• Section 14.12.180 - Violations and Penalties.

▪ Subject to penalties and enforcement remedies set forth 

in Chapter 1.08 titled “General Penalty” of this Code

▪ A  fine equal to replacement value of the tree or $5,000, 

whichever is greater

▪ Fines will be deposited into the Tree Replacement and Planting 

Fund
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Tree Replacement and Planting Fund

• Source of Funds
▪ Payment of tree replacement 

as part of approved tree 
removal requests

▪ In-lieu payment of replanting 
trees where site or street 
characteristics or construction 
requirements make it 
infeasible

▪ Payment of fees and fines 
resulting from enforcement 
actions for City Trees

• Use of Funds 
▪ Funds will be use to replace 

illegally removed or damaged 
City Trees; and to replace 
trees as a result of approved 
tree removal requests 

▪ Replacement trees will be 
planted in a viable planting 
site. It may or may not be 
adjacent to the removed tree 
or on the same property but 
within the same neighborhood 
to the maintain the overall 
character of such 
neighborhood

Section 12.12.190 - Establishment of a Tree Replacement and Planting Fund
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Implementation of Ordinance 

10

Adoption of 
Urban Forest 
Management 

Plan

Adoption of 
Urban Forest 

Protection 
Ordinance 

Implementation of 
adopted 

Ordinance into the 
City’s routine 

business practices

Application 
for Tree City 

USA 
Designation 

Annual 
Planting 

Program & 
Grant Funding 
Opportunities 



Expand the Forest Program

• Opportunity for residents to 
purchase a tree to dedicate in 
honor of loved one or special event

• Participation by application 

• Memorial Trees to be planted in 
City Parks 

• Location and tree species are pre-
determined by City

• Cost is current contract price paid 
by the City for 24” box trees 
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Location Examples
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Available Resources 

www.placentia.org/urbanforest

urbanforest@placentia.org
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