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HI STORI CAL IIYSTERY SESSION

One of the most delightful and successful study sessions was the even-
ing spent with appnoximately forty of Placentla's long-tlme resldents.
Slldes of historic bulldings were shown and the audlence soon came allve
wlth recollections of "how lt really was" ln Placentia ln years past, Those
attendlng were able to provlde much valuable lnformatlon and the sesslon
was taped for later use. Sheets of papen with photos of the buildings were
dlsplayed on large tables. Guests were invlted to wrlte any recollections
they had of specific buildings beside the photographs. llost stayed for
refreshments and a chance to taìt< to old frlends.

COIlIlITTEE REVIEW

The Historical Commìttee spent -several sessions reviewing the com-
pìeted state forms and ratlng the buildings into catagonies, The flndings
lncluded the formation of f ive hlstoric distrlcts:

The Placentia Townsite Hlstorlc District covered the area of the town-
slte founded In ì910 and bounded by Alta, llumay, West Chapman, and Crow-
ther Avenues. The prime settlement period was l910 to 1925.

The Primrose-Orange 6rove Historic Dlstr ict hlghllghts Placentla's
residential development during the 1920's, JO's and 40's, l"iany of the
city's prominent citizens settled in this nelghborhood durlng those years,

The La Jolla Historic Dlstrict, located between Orangethorpe and La

Jolla Slreets and lo the west of South llelrose Street, and settled in the
late ì920's, 1s stlll a recognlzable communily.

The Rlchf leld-Atwood Historlc Dlstrict highlights two lmportant
communities at the east end of the clty. Richfleld, founded 1n lBSB ls to
the nonth of Orangethonpe, and Atwood, settled in 1924, is to the south.

5lx buildlngs ane included in the Placentla Packlng House Hlstorlc Dlst-
trlct, lt runs belween the ralìnoad tracks and Cncwther Avenue and ls
connected with the very important citrus industry that was the foundatlon
of the ar ea's prosperous citrus economy whlch lasted from ì905 to ì960,

ln addition, individual buildings were reviewed by committee members

and each was given a rating based on its architecturaì and hlstorlcal lm-
pontance.
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PLACENTIA'5 HISTORIC DISTRICTS

Historic Dlstnicts are geognaphically def ined areas which possess a

common theme perlod, archltectural style, or other area of slgnlflcance.
The survey team dlscovered f lve historic dtstrtcts ln Placentia All are
listed as local historlcal dlstricts ln the survey report. Three of the dis-
trTcts show potential for quallfying as Nationaì Register of Hlstorïc
Places historlc dìstricts. This process would requlre the flllng of an

application wìth the State Office of Historic Places. The locaì districts
ane explained in the text. tach has a speciaì signif îcance and theme.

PLACENTIA TOWNSITI HlSTOR|C DISTRICT: ln l9l0 A gnoup of ranchers
worked together to brlng the raiìroad through Pìacentla, That same year
the townsite was la'ld out and the finst ìots were sold, Brick buildings
began to appear along Santa Fe Street. Craftsman and Califonnla Bunga-
lows were belng bullt ln the north two-thlrds. The new citrus packing
houses were located aìong the southern border.

PLACENTIA PACKINGHOUSE HlSTORlC DISTRICT: The citrus lndustry
produced most of the wealth that financed the development of Placentla
from the ì880's through the eanly 

.l920's, 
There are five packinghouses

and a fruit exchange building still existing along the railroad tracks.
PR||IROSE-ORANGE GROVE HIST0RIC DISTRICT: Subdlvìded in 1924 by

Rev. Charles Fuller, who was to become a natlonaìly-t<,nown radìo evan-
gelist, this small tract contaìns a variety ol architecturaì styles, llany
of Placentia's most important merchants and professional persons pur-
chased ìots and buiìt homes here.

LA JOLLA HISTORIC DISTRICT: La Jolla was settled ln the mld-to-late
1920's when J. K. Nor'strom and 0. H, Nichols sold lots to indlvlduaì fami-
lies, most of whom had Hispanlc surnames. The new owners bullt brrnga-

lows and most settled down to stay for severaì years.

RICHFIELD-ATWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICT: Richf ield, founded ln 1887,

byJ. W, Shanklin, once had over 90 families, 0nìy a few houses remain at
the site, located to the north of Orangethorpe. Atwood, to the south of that
street, was subdivlded ln1924 and consìsted of slngìe-story bungaìows,
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FORWARD

Preser'vlng the tanglble hlstory of a communlty 1s a vital part of maln-
talnlng the civic health of a locallty. The homes, offlces, and lndustrlal
sites of past generations afford the lastlng monuments to generatlons
before, who bullt and malntained an ar'ea, and presenving representatlve
samples of these slructures is the most direct way a town can honor
their contributions, Historic sltes and stnuctunes also can provide an

educational resource by whlch successive generations can obtaln a sense
of what life was ì1ke ìn earlien peniods and thus better under'stand their
own ljves and environment. Finally, hlstoric structures are aesthetlcaììy
attractive, ref lectlng nostaìgic memories to long-tlme resldents and a

dlstlnctive charm to tourlsts and newcomers. To assure the preservatlon
of significant and authentic structures, a systematic preservation pro-
gram has been establlshed, lts key dynamlc 1s communlty-level action,
Its essential beglnnlng step 1s a comprehenslve survey of all hlstorlc
sites and structures. With the completíon of this hlstonic nesources in-
ventory Placentia has taken lts fÍrst step and ls ln a position to secure
lasting benefits from further preservation efforts.

Thls proJect has ìong been on the minds of many of Pìacentia's leaders
and residents, ln 1975, a volunteer lntern recorded the hlstory of 20

structures beìonging to promlnent old famllies, Thellayor's Hlstorical
Task Force report in l986 made a survey of historicaì structures lts f inst
recommendation, and the long-range plan developed by the Placentla His-
torical Committee, which was fonmed as a result of that task force echoed

this priority. ln l9BB, the City Counciìvoted funds to hire a professionaì
preservation consultant to work in conjunctìon with the Historical Comm*

ittee and other volunteers to carry out a compr'ehensive historic site
survey, l1rs. Diann llarsh was selected as that consulta'lt, and this report

' culminates her work on the slte survey,
This survey has taken longer than was anticipated; it has covered many

more structures than the committee thought Placentìa had; it has turned
out to be an excelìent work in allrespects. First, it has been very com-
pnehensive. Every blocl<, of the city has been canvassed either by volunteers
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or by t1rs. llarsh for anything resembllng a historlc buildtng. Over 500
prospects were identlf led. Further study narrowed these to 357, each 0f

which llrs, llarsh photographed and has prepared an off ìcial state historic
resources sheet on, These sheets provide both archìtectural descrlptions

and historicaì signiflcance. This comprehensive sweep of clty bulìdlngs

has assured a project whìch does not treat onìy certain types of buildings

or forms of architecture, non does it favor some popuìation groups and

slight others, Alì structures built before 1950 have been included.

This survey wlll also meet all future legal needs the city might have ln
regard to historic preservation for years to come. The project was delib-
erately pìanned to survey buiìdings up to i950 so that there would be not

need for a resurvey for at ìeast a decade (50 years being the common defi-
nìtion of "hlstorlc"). l1rs. tlarsh remained in contact with the State 0ff ice

of Historic Preservation throughout thls proJect, thus assurlng that her

wort< meets aìl state riteria for an official lnventory. The nesult ls
material which can be used as a basis for applying for legal preservation

status under various state and national pnograms, for ìaying out a program

of ìocaì preservation, and for qualifying this city to receive such funds

and other benefits as are made avaiìable to communities which have an

officlalìy appr^oved site survey, Therelore, this report and its attendant

ìnventory sheets constitute the foundation for a wide variety of further
plannìng and officiaì actìons on the part of the Clty of Placentia to assure

that ìts physical her'itage is preserved for postenity'

Lawrence B. de Graaf

Chair, Pìacentia Historicaì Committee

22 September l9B9

a
P

._e

.)
Çl

5
t

c\(ôi.ìað)¡¡ c\(9Hgrà d(gt-)gìÞ ¡1{gHQ}à c{(oHe)tÞ d{(9HQPÞ d{9{.JQ)/¡ c\€)t-iQÞ Ñ9þlel¡¡



qr(ðtl6\,r.¿(ðHGN, c/.lðr'16\., er(ÔH6\,t c/.(ò{J6be c,/.1ôr.}6\, c,t(OH6}r¡ c,¿Ofr6,h.' qr(ôt16h¡ c/.(Òll6\p c,4ô{16\, q(òH6}r, c¿(òri6)r¡

êe
e

6c
e

è3
ç,
6
ë

Ë
e

6
e

è
?

e

êc
e

ë
e

6c
e

6
T

e

êc
e

å
É

I
å
e

?
å
I

I
åe
P

òc
?\
ê)
TI
å
EI
t
ôcI
ð
eI
å3I
å
¿I
ð
T

?
.(
ð
ãI

ñ9t.ler¡ 6\9{l8Jrb ô(9{.ter,2¡ e\{gHo/r 
^í9HQZÞ 

Ñ9HQ)r'ã ÑgrìQ)r'r c\fg)Fto|/" G\9þteìrb g.\(9þlgr^ g{(9Helr'¡ ga(9þrQ/r

iJl

DEDICATION:

This book 1s dedlcated t0 those who have wgrked 1n the past and those

who wllìcontinue t0 work in the future to preserve Placentia's
unique history:

George G. Key--George has not only written a very valuable book

about Placentia's old lamllies and the history 0f the
city, but has aìso reated a museum of north Orange

County memonabilia, His memory garden, now part
of Key Ranch Hlstonical Park, reminds us of the im-
portance of returnlng to our baslc bellefs,

Vlrgìn1a Carpenter--Vlrglnia, who worked at the Placentla Llbrary
for many yeans, has researched and wrltten a de-

talled and comprehensive book aboul the clty's
history, She wrote about the people who kept the

clty ln runnlng order: the postmasters, the store
owne[s, the newspaper edltors, and the peopìe who

ìived up the bìock,

The Placentla Hlstorlcal Commlttee and Staff-- thls dedicated
group of people has dlsplayed a sensltivlty and

awareness concer^nlng the city's unique hlstory
ln the f utune it wiìì mal<e a notlcable dlf f erence

in lhe preservation of Placentia's past,
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OLD PLACENTiA PUBLIC LIBRARY
Now called the Edwin T, Powell Buildlng
I 4l South Bradford Avenue
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6ROWIN6 UP IN PLACENÏIA

The f lrst blg Placentia event I clearly remember was the school f lre of
1934, We wer'e llving at 601 North Bradford Avenue then and we only had to
cross the street to see the smoke and f lames.

At that time the orange groves were only two houses away, to the
north, and one of my good friends lived in the nanch house whlch ls now 5t
Joseph's parsonage.

The next few years I watched the flrst buiìdlngs of Valencla School go

up, was pleased that the swimming pool was bullt and opened, saw the
cornerstone lald for the audltorium, and remember summers spent down-
town watchlng boys oìder than I wort<ing at the pacl<ing houses, unloadlng
plcked frult and loadlng box cars, A blg steam englne would come and
"switch" cars and fonm a train, I loved the sound of the train,

At night lt was qulet and the steady chug of pumplng oll weìì wouìd be

broken by the sound of coyotes. 0n the f lrst warm days the alr was sweet
with orange blossoms,

The 1ìood was ln ì938. I went with my dad as we lool<ed at the des-
troyed Yorba bridge, the line of oranges left by the waten along the top of
the railroad tracks next to Orangethorpe, and the houses, occupled 1n some
cases by school mates, which had been f ìooded or moved by the waten. I

knew that lì people had been drowned nean the La Jolla School and that the
Principal, Chet Whitten, had saved many ìives. lvolunteered to sweep and

work in the emergency headquarters whlch was set up next door to our
newspaper offlce 0n Bradford Avenue.

l1y eighth grade year was ln one of the new buildings I had watched
them buiìd. lt is just south of the audltorium, the pìanting out front is
from the old school and that bullding now houses the 5ngìlsh Department
of Valencla Hlgh School.

I thoroughly enjoyed my f our years at Valencia. llost of my fnlends
were involved ln the orange industry. lt was not a large schooì then so all
of us participated to the fullest.

Those early day Placentians, many stiìlaìive when I was young, wene
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true ploneers. First they had to flnd a place, then water, then a product,
I remember belng pnesent in 1934 when a ceremony was held marklng the
f lrst commenclal or-ange grove, located 0n Placentla Avenue, and meetlng
l1r, 6ilman who had planted the trees.

Placentla changed ln the 1960's and I saw aìì that as weìì llany of the
people who came were those whosoìd themseìves on drlvlng ì0 mlles more
and paying $10,000 less f or a new home.

They made some cholces we are enJoying today, They decided to pay a

llttle more tax and have a little ìess growth. They voted for schooìs and
parks and invested ln the future

I figure that reading about El Dorado's success in baseball, watching
my own high school play in championship games is the pay-off for that
investment. SeeingJanet Evans win in the 0lympics was just lcing on the
cake That a long-time friend and fellow West Atwood Yacht Club member
is her father is nice also.

Walklng into the Key House gnounds is, for me, a time warp. I got the
same feellng at the Cal State Arboretum, I grew up vlsitlng pìaces ìlke
that, We can't go back, but we can remember.

History is important, I was active in groups which were lnvolved in
preserving the Yorba Cemetery, the 0ld County Counthouse, and the George
Key House. I supported the preservation of the A S. Bnadfond House,

Ihls report, a gathering of material about Placentia in response to a

request from the Placentia Historlcal Committee by City Councll w1ìlbe
invaluabìe f or our' next generation,

llany of us can remember the orange groves, the sounds and the slghts
of a diflerent time and place. These pictures and works may be the only
connectlon for those who wlll live hene in the next century, a mere ten
years in the future

We can't go home again but we can visit, if we !*eserve careft"illy,l rnark certain spots, save certain artifacts, and make our lnvestment ln the
luture by such means as this.

Cecil F. Rospaw

Placentia Hlstorical Commlttee
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VOLUNTEERS

ln the fallof 1988, the Placentla Historicaì Committee made plans to
conduct a hlstorlc resources survey of the entire clty of Pìacentia, The
Commlttee declded that lt would llke to take an actlve part ln the survey
process. Members of the committee, several interested citizens, and
students from Cal State Fuiìerton worl<ed together to produce a detailed
comprehenslve sunvey. The volunteer method of conducting a historic
survey is preferable over having the survey conducted by a consultant
only. The volunteers get to see the hìstoric resources of the community
first hand, learn about local architectural styìes, óolish their historic
research skilìs, and take an actìve part in determlntng whlch properties
are signif ìcant. The folìowing persons wene very heìpfuì in accompìishing
the goaìs of the survey:

Larry de 6raaf Pat Jertberg l'1arle Schmldt
April Octavian Eìvia Torres Cecil Rospaw
Karen Aunls Karen Nebeker Joan Clank
Robert Carìson Debonah Deeble Timothy Nagle

Gretchen Snyder Glonia Villareal William llyers
Laura Turner Davld Cox Alice Gardner
Gwendolyn Pickens Judy Haas

The survey team wishes to thank the City of Placentia fon provlding meet-
lng rooms when needed and f or the guldance of 1"1r. John Slota who serves
as staf f to the Placentia Historical Committee.
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SURVEY METHODOLOGY

WINDSHIELD SURVEY:

The survey team drove the streets of the city, maklng a pnellmlnary
llst of all propertles bulìt bel'ore 1950. The lnformation recorded in-
cluded an address, an anchltectural style, approxlmate date of conslruc-
tion, degree of alterations, and a prellmlnary rating as to the bulldlng's
slgnlflcance, To the team's surprlse, there were more than 500'pre-1950
buildlngs ln the clty. 0f those, f57 were considered slgnlflcant enough
to photognaph and r'ecord. The others wene eithen too altered or not con-
sldered signif lcant. ln areas where pr^e-ì950 bulìdings were grouped
together ( Primrose, Xelrose, North Bradf ord and Or'ange Grove Avenues)
or where a specif ic theme was present (LaJolìa ), the potentlal f or a
histor ic district became evident.

ARCH ECTURAL WORKSHOP

A slide show providing an overvlew of the most prominent archltectunal
styles in Pìacentia opened the Saturday architectural workshop, Each
participant received a packet of infonmatlon explainlng how to descnlbe a

historlc bullding and wrlte an architectural desmlption, Severaì persons
agreed to take four or five bulìdings to survey, Alter ìunch toget,her at a

local restaurant, the group were lnvlted to the historlc Basten House to
practice their architectural wrltlng skllls.

HISTORICAL WORKSHOP

ln February the Historical Committee and Dn, de Graaf's class from Cal
State Fullerton met in City Counciì Chambers to discuss the methodology
of recordlng the history of each buildlng to be studled. \¡lrglnla Carper,ter,

, hlstorlan, was the guest speaker. Diann l"larsh showed slides of the f lve
Sanborn maps avallable for Placentia and explalned how to wrlte a slgnl-
ficance section on a state historlc resources form. Several students and
cOmmlttee members agreed to research speclf Ic propertles and wrlt,e
aboul their signif icance.
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PLACEN TIA HISTORICAL TII1E LINE

ì769 oaspar de Portola is the f lrst whlte man to see orange County lands,

ìBl0 Jose yorba and Juan Portola granted Rancho Santlago de Santa Ana'

lB37 Juan Pacifico Qntiveros granted Rancho San Juan Cajon de Santa

Ana by llexican Oovernor Alverado.
*** )(* * *** * x x x x* xx**)()ê€x)€

Earìy Settìement Perlod

l84l Ontiveros buìlds an adobe home on hìs property

ì857 Ontiveros seìls ll65 acres to Froeling and Hansen, who repesented

the Los Angeìes Vlneyard Society. lt wouìd become Anaheìm.

l863 Ontiveros deeds 3900 acres to his sons Patricio and Juanlto

l864 patricio and Juanìto selì their 3900 acres to Augustus Langenberger

and Benjamin DreYfus for $3480

ì865 Daniel Kr.aemer buys the J900 acres, incìudlng the adobe, for $4600.

l869 Wilì t"lcFadden buys 9l acres and moves his famììy here'

lB72 Several famiìies includlng the 6llmans, Bastenchut^ys, Hansens,

Tuffrees, Wagners, and Hetebrinl<s, have settìed in the area'

lB74 Cajon school Distrìct formed and bulìds school on orangethorpe.

lB75 Southern Pacif ic Ralìroad cgmes to nearby Anaheim.

lB75 CaJon lrrlgation District lormed to brlng water from Santa Ana

River at Bedrock CanYon,

lB78 Schooi Distrlct name changed to "Placentìa"; school moved to

Chapman and Placentia Avenues.

ìBB0 Richard 6iìman pìants the f irst commercial Valencla orange Grove.

lBB4 Water companies consolidate lnto Anaheim union waten company.

lB87 Fullerton founded by George and Edward Amerige
)Ëx*)É*x*xx **x**x*

Ð

D)

rdes
ì890
tB93
ì894

Pìacentia, a Part of Orange CountY

Orange CountY formed
Albert Bradford buys 25 acres and founds the Tesoro Ranch'

George B. Key buys 20 ares of land for $2800'

Firsipacl<ìng house: The Placentìa grange Growers Association

6
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t894
lB94
t896
I89B
r902

l9ì0
l9l0

C. C. Chapman founds the Santa Ysabel Ranch.

First Sunday Schooì, wlth Rev. Toombs as splnltuaì ìeader.

First Store 0n corner of school grounds; Hugo Wetzel, owner.

Flnst baseball team: Placentia Union League and Pastime Club.

Placentia Round Tabìe Club organlzed,
)+x)t*r(x* *xxx**x)$(x)êê(* l(x**)ê(x)êr

Pìacentia Townsite
Santa Fe Railroad expands from Fulìerton to Rlchfteld,
Plat of townslte of P'lacentla filed by A. S, Bradford and Rlchand

llelrose. The town is dlrectly north of the new raiìroad tracks.
Placentia llutuaì Orange Assn. builds f irst packing house in town.
New Bradford Schoo'l built on ll acres on North Bradford Avenue.

A. S. Bnadford organized the Placentia Domestic Water Company.

Bradford erects twin water towers at Chapman and l1ain.

Pìacentla Boy Scouts organized
0lì discovered in Pìacentia (Placentia-Rìchf ield oil f ield)
Placentia Library District organized.
Chamber of Commerce organlzed with A. 5, Bradford as president

New Library built on South Bradford Avenue

l9l0
t9t2
t9l3
t9ì4
t9t8
ì919
t9t9
1924
1926

1926

1933

1933
r935
r93B
r919
1970

1972
1974
t9B0

***)é**xxx
P

t

Placentìa I ncorporation
Clty of Placentia incorporated on December 2. Harry Easton was

the first llayon and the population was 800,

Long Beach earthquake
Valencia High School opened in Bradford School buildings.

New Valencia High School built after orlginal bulìding burned.

Flood l<ills l5 North Onange County residents.
City Halì built on South Bradford Avenue

Atwood annexed

Placentia wlns All-Amerlcan Cìty award.

New Civic Center built.
Popuìation 36,088. The packing houses have been closed and

the city ìs in the mìdst of a buiìding boom.
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Bef ore 1910, the residents of Placentla went to
Anaheim or Fullerton to shop, conduct bustness,

anci go to church. The Placentia School Distrlct
was the main ìnstitution that bound the community
toEether. ln mìd-1910 that sìtuatlon ,regan to
change when Bradford, Kraemer, Cnowther, Hale,

ano Chapman worked together to form the Townsite
of Placentia. The committee's first obJective was

to br"ing the railr^oad to Placentia and build a depot.

This was accomplished when Samueì Kraemer' sold

sìx acres to the Santa Fe Railroad for the right-of-
way and donated the land for the depot. Pìans for
packìng houses and a business center were made,

with the depot as the centerpiece, ln the summer

of i9ì0, Richard l1eìrose, the owner of the ìand to

the north of the tracks, f iìed the plat map for the

Townsite of Pìacentìa. The f irst section f iìed was

boúnded on the north by Chapman, on the west by

l1eìrose, on the east by Bradford and on the south

by Crowther Avenues. A year later the land between

llelnose and t"lurray Streets was added and Sam

Kraemer fiìed subdivisìon plans for Alta Street'

Business buiìdlngs, some of brick and some of

frame construction, began to be buìlt aìong Santa

Fe almost as s00n as the ìots were laìd out. Sam

Knaemer buiìt the f ine Neo-cìassìcal brìck building

on the corner of Bradford and Santa Fe and Albert

Bradford built the Pìacentla National Banl<. Placen-

tia's llrst churcli was organized on August 4,1912'

lir, Bradford offered the Presbyterian Church a free

lot on the northwest corner of Maln and Center.

ln l9l4 the Church of the Nazarene built a wooden

church ont.1elrose Street. Both are stlll standlng,

rl

Øt

lLl

ll

Placentia TCInrnsite
Historic Dist'ricf
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Califonnia Bungalows
llost of the houses in the Placentia Townsite are

sìngìe-storled Californla Bungalows. Some were
ordered from kits from such companles as the Redl-
Cut Constructlon Company, .Others were b',tiìt from
plans and materlals bought ihrough a local lumber
company, whlch often publlshed house plans in the
newgpaper, The maJority of these houses were
built'between lgll and 1922, They were bullt by

people who toot< care of the day-to-day tasks that
kept the town functloning. A large contigent worlr.-

ed in the citrus packing houses. ln ì919 the oll
ìndustry came into its own and crowds of oil worl¿.-

ers came to PlacentTa, Some purchased homes and

settled down, while othens stayed in the hoteìs 0n

Santa Fe Avenue
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145 S. Melrose Street Altered ca. l870's house
The house to the left ls a very old house, as can

be evidenced by the corner blocks and wlndow trlm.
There are some 4-over-4 wlndows ln the back that
are of an 1870's vintage, Ihls house was moved
here ln the 1920's and was the home of Erollnda
Cota de Yorba, a memþer of the ploneer yorba fam-
ily that came to Orange County ln l8l0, She dled in
1937 and was buried in the yorba Cemetery.

llì South llaln St. Craftsman Bungaìow
A fine example of a Craftsman Bungaìow, the

nesidence in the lower left corner features several
0riental-influenced architectural detaiìs. The
strong angular structural members ln the gable
face of the porch, the heavy posts and þrlck piìlars
supporting the roof, and the beamed porch ceillng
are all elements of the style. fhe wlde Craftsman
front door is accented with three square and two
talì vertical panes of beveled glass. Wood shlngles
cover the exterior. The use of red brick was
common durlng the Craftsman era, addlng a dash
of dramatic color to the earth tones that were in
favor. Fred and Nellle Cllne were the ownens of
thls house ln 1923. Neìlle served as Clty Clerk
and Tax Assessor. She was also ln real estate.
She served as President of the Native Daughters
of the 6olde,l West and chairman of the Landmarks
Commlttee in the 1930's. Fred came to placentia
in l9l0 as the manager of the Olmstead Lumber
Co., and held a varlety of Jobs through the yeans.

<{(Oþre)Èã s\gHejPr ci(9HQrb c\g)sQ)ùt 4{gHQJPâ ci(9oeP¡ ô{9H8}rÞ ere)He)}Þ <\s)Heyr d{@He}r'Þ d(9þ)e}>¡ 6\9He¡È¿ ri(9HQjr'ã .\gHe)à c\9HOi/Þ ô{9f.teJ,/ê c{(grHQ)ÈÞ c\(gHQ)à cr{gHg/" s\9¡re)â
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OLD PLACENTIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
143 S, Maln Street

A ìarge square tower, topped with projecting
piers and hlpped roof, domlnates the exterior of
the 0ld Presbyterian Church. Constructed in lgl3,
this was the f lnst church irullt ln placen ia,,On Aug-
ust 4, 1912, the Presbyterian Church was organized
here. Prlor to the establishment of this church, the
famllies went to Fullerton and Anaheim to attend
church. The chur ch bought the old schoolhouse that
sat on the corner of Chapman and placentia, using
the materlaìs to bulld the new church and manse, The
f lrst pastor was the Rev, Wllllam E, Stone, The Key
family díd much to establlsh the church. 0le Chrtst-
ensen was appointed as the bullding superintendent.
The church nqw belongs to the Western Latin Church,

CHURCH OF THT NAZARENE I25 5. Melrose 5t.

The Church of the Nazarene was organlzed ln
l9l2 unden the leadershlp of the Reverend James
Elliott. Chunch servlces were held in a nented
halì, Atentmeeting, held 0n this lot in 1915,

brought several new converts. The congregation
of twenty members declded lt was tlme to bulld
a church. Rev, Frank Hlll was the flrst pastor to
serve ln the new bulldlng, By l9l9 there were 4l
members ln the congr'egatl0n. ln1924 the bulldlng
was enìarged and a basement dug to accomodate a

Sunday School. The membership organlzed Naza-
rene churches ln Anahelm and Fullerton and ralsed
thousands of dollars for mlsslonary work.

dqgHej¡â re)Hg¡r¡ dre)HQh c{gt{g,b .{9þ}gZ? 3{(æeÞ d{gHe¡Þ ¡'<9tlQtx c{g)HCIrà d{9'{æ;È d€)He)¡b d(9He}b c<gHe¡'r¡ere)HQ)Þ d{9H8iña{(9Hejrã
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PLRCTUTI A NATIONAL BANK

l4l West Santa Fe Avenue

A, S. Bradford started thls two-story brlck bulld-
tng immedlately after the Placentla Townslte
ceiemony in the fall of 19ì0. lt was buììt to house

the new Placentla Natlonal Bank on the first floor
and a ìodge hall upstairs. Bradford was President;

Atlììio Fierottl, C. C, Chapman, and Wilìiam Crow-
ther we¡ e Directors. ln 1926 the Placentla Nation-
al Bank closed lts doors and the manager, John

Scott, reslgned. ln 1930, the Bank of ltaìy, which
became the Bank of Amerlca in later years, occu-
pied the first floor, ln spite of the boards on the

windows, the bulldlng has not been significantly
aì tered.

HARJIE BUILDIN0 121-25 West Santa Fe Ave

Thls was the f lrst brlck bulldlng f tnlshed trr the
townslte. ln l9l0 Bendix Baker bullt the two-story
hotel and retail buildf ng, namlng lt the tlarJte Build-
ing. lt was completed a few months before the
Placentia National Bank building on the corner, s0
the bank opened lts doors In the llarJie BulldinE
until its headquartens were finlshed. The second
f loor was f irst called the Hotel Baker and contaln-
ed 33 rocms. ln the 1950':; af ten the orlglnal Placen-
tla Hotel L,ut'tìed, thls hotel was called by that narne,
An important local gr'ocery company, The People's
Store, was located ln one-half of the buiìdlng,
Placentla's f lnst teìephone exchange was establlsh-
ed in thls building ln Novemben of 1913.
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THE OLD PLACENTIA LIBRARY I43 S. Bradford Ave.

The dedlcation of the Placentia Publlc Llbrary ,

whtch took place on llarch 7, 1927, was cause for
ceìebratìon for the whole community, llllton Fer'g-

uson, the State Llbrarlan, was the maln speat<er, Dr.

llanshardt gave the invocation. Carleton Monroe
Winslow, the architect, also designed the Los Angel-
es Library, for which he received worìdwlde
recognition, Hls use of the Spanlsh style creates a

warm and frlendìy atmosphere, There are spaces of
varylng sizes, both functional and artistic. There
are french doons ìeading to the patlo behlnd the
chlldren's room, The bulldlng, whlch cost over
$30,000, was used by the resldents of Placentia as
a library for over 40 years. lt ls now the Edwln T.

Powell Senlor Center,

OLD PLACENTIA CITY HALL 120 Bradfond Avenue

Built 1n 1940 by the Works Progress Admìnlstra-
tion, the 0ld Pìacentia Clty Haìl is Spanlsh Coìonlal

Revlval in styìe. Acentral cout'tyard, ringed with
an arcade, white stucco exterlor walls, heavy '

square pillars, and a red*clay-tile-clad roof are

sorne of the eìements of that style found here. Span-

ish Colonial architecture was partlcularly suitable
for the center of government of a southern Caìlforn-
ta city, When Placentia was incorporated on Decem-

ber 2, 1926, the f tnst clty hall was opened on the

second floor of the Placentia Natlonal Bank buildlng.

ln 1939 a bond election was passed. This combina-

tion police station, fire statlon, ancl clty halì cost a

little over $20,000 to bulld. lt served the city
well untll the new Clvlc Center was bullt ln 1974.
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Stradìey Building 122-26 W. Santa Fe. Ave

Wiìliam Stradìey bullt thls two*story brick
building in ì912. The first f loor contalned severaì
shops and the second featured a 37'x 65' hall
for public gatherings and a 17'x 65' room that
could be rented out. One of the first events held
ln the Haìì was the Volunteer Flre Association
benefit dance. l1r. Stradley bullt several brick
þulldings ln Placentla, but he never lived there.
The first floor of the building has now been

completely altered, but the second f loor appears
almost the same as it did in 1912. ln later years
the Safeway Store was ìocated on thls block.

Kraemer Buìiding 240 S, Bradi'ord Avenue

When Samuel Kraemer started construction on

this ìarge Neo-classlcaì Revivaì commercial bulld-

ing in 1912, he promised the town that lt wouìd be

the "most impressive bulìding in town"' l"ir,

Kraemer was a prominent rancher, developer, land-

owner, and ollman. This buiìding Is made of red

brick covered with cneam-c0lored glazed bric[<s.

A parapet of glazed terra cotta piers, banded

panels, ¿nd cornice molding crowns the top' The

main entrance to the second floor is through a

recessed entry fìanked by classicaì coìumns' it
cost $6000 to build. lt housed a number of busi-

nesses from pool haìls to doctor's offlces,

1Â
d(gr.rQ)¡¡ 6{9 tl@Þ ¡(9t tQ)¡r



,,'N Placentia Telephone Company 125 5. Bradford Ave

Constructed 1n 1930, thls Spanish Colonial build-
ing housed the second teìephone exchange ln the

City of Placentia. lt was lnstaìled to accomodate
the commercial and nesidential growth that
resulted from the Boom of the ì920's, which
occurred ln North Orange County as a result of
the discovery of oil in ì919. The installation of
the automatic exchange enabled the telephones ln
the community to be converted to a rotary dial
system. This repìaced the older operator-asslst-
ed magneto system previously used. Designed by

the anchitect for the Southern California Tele-
phone Company, the Spanlsh Colonial style was

selected to harmonize with the library buiìding.
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Water Welì buildlng 315 S. Bradford Ave

This lnteresting structure, built around ì913, soon

after the townsite of Placentia was pìatted, is be-
lieved to be the orlgìnal suppìy weìl of the flrst
water company to supply non-irrlgatlon water
service to the City of Placentla, Despite sevenal

changes in the ownership of the utiìity, this buiid-
ing continues to fulfill its ortginal function, thus
providing a direct link wlth the early communlty.

Placentia is quite unusual ln Orange County because

It ls one of only three lncorporated clties served by

an lnvestor-owned water company. The Townslte
and the packlng houses along the railroad tracks
could not have exlsted without thls system.
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FOUR BUNOALOWS FROM THE PLACENTIA TOWNSITE HISTORIC DISTRICT
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Rev. Charles Fuller, who purchased 20 acres and
two houses at the end of a bìock-long drlve from
Thomas Strain Jr. ln 1923, was one of Placentia's
most famous, colorful, and controversial citizens
Arriving in the city in l9ìl as a pa'<.ing plant
sulerìntendent, he grew to become a nationaìly-
known radio evangelist (for more on his life please
see page 2l). He first opened up the long dnive to
his house to development in 1924 and caìled the
street Orange Gnove Avenue. A year laten, he

recorded the map for the second half of the tract
namìng it Primrose Avenue. He soìd the lots t0'
ìndivìduaì owners and each buiìt a house in the
styìe of his or her choice.

There seems to be a slight disagreement as to
which house was the first to be built in the new
neighborhood, The neighbors say that the Colonial
Revival bungaìow built by Russell Foreman at I l6
0range Grove was the first. Virginia Carpenter, in
hei book ,Placeltia, A Pleasant Place. says that the
house al 144 Orange 6nove, buiìt by Dr. llanshardt,
held that honor.

i'1any of Placentla's most prominent and civic-
rninded resldents bought homes in this development.
Among them were the Rospaws, the pubìishers of
the Pìacentla Courler: Dr. llanshardt, the mlnlster
of ,the Presbyterian Church; Sula Abbott, the Post-
master from 1922 untll 1936; Chanles Young, a
bulìder and City Councilman; the Pounds, welì-known
local photographers; Laurence Kraemer, a member of
the ploneer Kraemer famlly; and others, Several of

Primroso-
Orange Grove

D

Historic District
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Rev. Charles Fuìler House

200 Orange Orove Ave.

.

îhe Reverend Charles Fuller arrlved ln Pìacentia GothlC style bulldlng on the corner of Bradford and

in lgll to become the manager of the Placentia Chapman Avenues, at a cost of $41,000

llutual 0range AssoclatTon packlnghouse, The frost When ihe Santa Ana BeglstU started a small radio

had killed hls orange grove ln Redlands ln l9ì1, and station, Rev, Fuller, who was already intenested in

he needed a job, ln 1916 he was converted to Chrls- the wireìess, became the f irst ln Orange County to

tianlty at the Chunch of the Open Door ln Los Angeles. broadcast church servlces, He reslgned from the

He started a Blble Class at the Placentla Presbyter- Calvary Church ln order to develop his radio mlnlstry

ian Church and it became so lange that the class at statlon KGER ln Long Beach, ln 1932 he moved to

moved to the Round Table Club House ln Aprll of l92l' Pasadena, selllng all of hls property in Placentia

Thls actlon created a controversy because Charles He founded the preðttgtous Fuller Seminary ln Pasa-

Fulìer did not receive the proper permission to do so. dena' He was the orlginator of the 0ld-Fashioned

The class dld not return to the church, and several Revival Hout-, a natlonal ly-broadcast evangel lstl c

members of the class Jolned Fuller ln lormlng the program that was on the alr for many years. Rev.

Calvary Church. ln 1926 they bullt the lmpressive Fuller dled in Pasadena ln 1968.

Ðr4eì'h d(oHorà úrex{Q,rr cq9HCI,ra cq9HQtt¡ d{9HQJrã ¡<grne¡n¡qglr.loÈr 6\9He)fÐs\9He¡È¿g{(tHor2¿€{(9He¡')5sre)H@ìÈâ d(9He)lhdqgf''eP" 6q9He¡Þ í(9e¡CIrÞ G((gtHejtlb €re¡HQJtâJ ê(gHO¿ã.{{9þ)8JÈr ci(gþ¡Qjrã
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6lllllan House 147 Orange 6rove Avenue

Leon and Bertha 0illilan bullt thls shlngled Tudor

Revlval resldence ln 1938, Leon was the manager

of the Fortuna Packinghouse, which leased the old
P.H.O. A, bullding in 1933, ln the 1950's he was a

foreman for the Babijuice Corporatlon of Californla.
Mrs. Glllllan was the flnst Presldent of the Brad-
ford School Parent*Teachers Assoclation ln 1928.

ln the 1950's she was the llanager of the Placentia
School Distrlct cafeterla. The house has the steep-
ly pttched gabled roof and arched door typlcal of
the Tudor style. However, the 6-over-6 wlndows
and shuttens are more Colonial ln appearance,

..rg¡reß

Ue¡¡lg¡å|r...l* ¿.,'o ji(^., r¡l,l !¡- ¡. J Lúl'lt\lñ

ilr lll !l¡rn lil lllrrr lll lil

Young-Pound House 1 I 4 Orange Grove Avenue

Charles and Harrlet Young wer-e the f lnst owners
of thls colorful Spanlsh C0lonlal home 1n 19J0, That
was also the year Charles was elected to the Pla-
centla Clty Councll. l-le went on to become llayor,
He was a carpenter when he f irst came to the clty
as a young man, and went on to become a prominent
building contractor ln the North Orange County area,
The Youngs sold the house to Raymond and Janice
Pound ln 1945, The Pounds operated their photo-
graphy studlo out of thls house ln the 1950's, but
moved the studlo to Santa Fe Avenue ln downtown
Placentia, ln l9B9 they still own the home and are

slill in the photography business in the clty.
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Rev, l"lanshardt House I 44 Onange 6rove Avenue

One of the first houses in the new Orange Grove
Tract, thìs brick house was bullt by Reverend and
l1rs. George lYanshardt ln 1925. He was the pastor
of the Placentia Presbyterian Church from l"larch
of 1923 until July of lg28. They came here from
llìinols. Rev. llanshardt was very invoìved ln the
work of the communlty and was one of the founders
of the Chamben of Commerce. He later organlzed
the local mìnisterial association. The llanshardts
bought the lot from the Rev. Fulìer in 1924, after
Fuìler had left the presbyterian Church ln lg2l.
They became neighbors ln ì925, Just before Fuller
formed the Calvary Church,

¡
llt'

Rospaw House 60.l North Bradf ord Avertue

ln 1929 Frank and llyrtle Rospaw moved from

Yorba Linda into thls brand new home' The pub-

lìshers of the Yorba Lìnda Star since 1923' they

became the owners of the Pìacentia Courler in

1928^ The Rospaws added new equlpment to th9

Courier printing department, which was headed

ffiunf u brothér, R. L' Rospaw' They moved the

päpur'. headquarters from the Stradìey Buiìdlng

totheKraemerBuiìdlng'llrs.Rospawwasthei
business manager'of the paper and was invoìved

in civic organiiations' She was President of the 
¡

Placentla Round Table Club 1n 1935' ln 1941' the i

famiìy moved to 1 
'l I Orange Orove Ave'

d(g|-te¡¡, c\gHej,¡¡ 6{(ÐhtQ)^ e\(¡ÐHQÞ c<9H8Þ c{(oH@y. o\(g)þ'otà G<(glt.|g¡Þ sre)f.to/! r\€)Ho¡¡r 5{{9He}r! d(9þÌe)Þ êf,9þtg¡^sre)þìoÈ:¡



ìtÌ

6cI
Ë
ç
ëe
e
J

ê
I

ç
ê
e

êg
ç
ê
e

ê1
e
)'

êg
e

è
e

ð
I

ç
,.
(9
e
e
,
o3
e

à
e
,.
6c
€
2(.9
eô

êe
Q)

qr(ôH6b.!q¿.(OH6Þ

lliller House 128 Prlmrose Avenue

Earl l'1iììer and his wife, Bonnie, butlt thls single-
storieC house ìn 1939, He was a buyer by occupation.
l1rs, Orpha Delchen, a wldow, purchased the house ln
1945. The hipped noof, exposed rafter tails, vertlcal
scaììoped gable faces, and wlde clapboard sldlng are
typical of the Earìy Tract style. The house has two-
oven-two windows, divided horizontaììy. This style
of window was available for a short period from the
ìate l9l0's until the late ì940's, when it passed out
of style. The diagonaì corner by the driveway is
unique. The garage is located 1n the back yard, as lt
almost always was before 

,l950. 
There are several 01"

the Early Tract style homes in this neighborhood,

q,(OH6ìrcrfõ

. 'continued 
from Page 19 i '

the resldents taught ln the Placenila school system,
and many worked ln the citrus and oil industries.
Three physicians, Dn. Kay, Dr. Duncan, and Dr. Brune-
meier lived here. During the 1950's, Fred Johnson,
a Yorba Linda citrus rancher, moved six historic
houses to the 200 block of Primrose Avenue, Clvic
leaders, such as lna Roblnson, who was on the placen-
tla Llbrary Board for many years, setiled here. She
and her husband owned the clty's f lrst drug store.
Other merchants, such as George and Bessle Cowan,
who owned the Valencla Theatre, llved ln the nelgh-
borhood, The Presbyterian and Calvary Chur-ches both
had parsonaqes hene.

As the nelghborhood developed from about l9l7 to
the late 1950's, a variety of housing styles appeared.

All of the pre-1924 houses were moved to the neigh-
borhood, Rev. Fulìer's Craftsman Bungalow and the

Craftsman Bungalow to the north of it were moverJ

to that ìocatlon around 19ì7, The oldest houses are

the Vlctorlan and Colonial Revival houses a|202 and

212Pr1mr0se, and were among those moved in by

Fred Johnson,

llost of the houses built in the neighborhood after
the tract opened |n1924 ref ìect the styles popular

from 1924 to 1940, Spanlsh Colonial and Tudor Re-

vivaìs head that list, There were few houses butlt
during the worst of the Depression, and the streets
were dotted u'lth vacant lots. ln the ìate ì910's most

of the lots were purchased and Early Tract houses

f llted 1n aìmost all of the vacant spaces. ln 1950, the

neighborhood appeared much as it dld today. lt has

retalned lts architectural lntegrlty and lts historlc
character,
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Elsenacher House l28 Primrose Ave

Earl and ilsle Elsenacher bullt thls attractlve
Craftsman Bungalow in 

.l926. 
Mt', Eisenacher was a

fleld superlntendent for the Placentla llulual Orange

Association untll 1932, when he purchased the Sun-

klst Senvlce Statlon. Af ter he dled his wlf e continued

to llvb ln the house untll Harold and Rose Farmer
purchased lt in 1940. They were the owners of the

Farmer's l{arket in downtown Placentia. He was also

the l'Xanager of the Safeway llarket, the city's only
grocery chaln store, on Santa Fe Ave. for a few years'

The hips at the peaks of the gabled roof and the returns
at the lower conners of the gables are Tudor in or.igi.n'

The large squane pillars are Cnaftsman elements. 
i
I
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Spezia House I 48 Orange Grove Avenue

When Louis and Ethel Spezia finlshed building thls
plcturesque Spanish Coloniaì Revivaì house ln 1930,

they invited the public to a giant open house celebra-
tion. The Spezlas owned the Sanitary llarket,
located al 132 East Santa Fe Avenue. The Spezias
sold the house to Dr. Ralph and llrs. Dolly Duncan,

Dr. Duncan was a much-loved family doctor who
served patlents 1n the Placentla, Fullerton, and

Anaheim areas. The vanied red-tlle*clad roof llne,
rounded entrance porch, and deeply recessed arched
plate glass window in the front wing are some of
the features that make this house such a flne exam-
ple of Spanish Coìonial architecture.

rreXrej,¡b sqgHQ)!,à r.{gHQ,¡! d(gx4e¡ã c({gþre)rÐ 6\9HeÞ c(9He)¡Þ c\9HQ',' c{lgl{eÞ
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200 Block Prlmrose Avenue

Fred Johnson undoubtedìy had a love for old houses,
He was a farmer and citrus gl^ower from yorba Linda
who purchased l0 acres of Rev. Charles Fuller's
orange grove and developed the eastern-most five
acres into a shor t street to which hlstoric houses
couìd be moved. He was nesponslble for the moving
of the houses at 202,212,203, and 215. He sold the
ìand to other pensons who moved the houses at 220
and 221.

The Colonial Revival House (top left) was moved
by Stanton House llovers to thls lot ln 1954. lt was
built by Henry Schulz tn ì905 and was originally lo-
cated at 605 E, Chapman Avenue, but was later moved
to Raymond Street. At one ilme the house was owned
by a llayor of Fuìlerton, l1r, llontague,

The Queen Anne Vlctorlan at ZeZ (bottom lef t) was
the f lrst house moved t0 the street by l1r, Johnson in
1954. Stanton House Movens performed the task, This
is supposed to be the Rufus Porten House from West
Fullerton. However, thls has not been verlf led, James
Dunn was the person who purchased the house fnom l1n,
Johnson and nestored lt ln the mld-50's. The delicate
front porch posts, railing, and fretwork form the focaì
polnt for the house.

Two Tudor Revlval, a Craftsman Bungalow, and
a large Tudor-style Bungalcw make up the rest of the
street. The house at 220 was moved by Mr. Long ln
the late 1950's,

l1r. Johnson gave those who drlve along thls street
much pleasure by saving these grand homes and see-
ing that they were preserved.

c(9rrgrn .119n ej'^ .\tFtQZã ê\ot.)eÌÞ .\(!)r.roÞ d(gf.le¡,à c\(9(.¡Q¡a c\{grìe)n g\{gt.lgt 
' c{@f.,e)^ s\{gF¡e)/ê c{(gþ)g¡.J c\gr.te;lrã ¿l(gþ}e)¡Þ c\gt }Qf c\g{-tg¿Þ <\g)HQ/.rb c\9þ}e).¡ ói()t-tQ)^ <\9{t0'
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WICKETT HOUSE 805 E. Alta Vlsta Lane
I

C. C. Chapman, one of Placentia's most prominent
businessmen, built this spaclous Craftsman Bung-
alow on his ranch at Chapman and Cypress (now

State College) in ì912. lt was to serve as the home
of his [anch manager, lt is called the Wickett
House because it was occupied by Dr. and Mrs, Will-
iam Wickett, Chapman's daughter and son-in-ìaw
for several years, beginning in 1921. The Wicketts
were socially prominent and often had large gather-
ings ln thls house. The young Judy 6arland is saìd
to have sung at Bill Jr.'s graduation party in the
1930's. ln 1954 it was moved to this slte and be-
came the home of some cousins of the Chapmans.
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JOHN WAGNER HOUSE 1542 N, Valencia Ave

John Wagner and his wlfe, Lena Hansen Wagner,

built this large Craftsman Bungalow in 1907-08

on the 27 acres of land he inherited lrom his par-

ent's estate. He and his twin brother, Joseph, his

older brother, Charles, and h1s slsters, Lucy and

Josephine, were all prominent members of Pìacen-

tia soclety and built large residences in the c1ty.

Three years before this house was bullt, John and

Lena moved lnto the tank house that stlll slts in the

back yard. John, who ìoved horses, was one of the

outstanding show horse riders in the state. He was

in the Pasadena Tournament of Roses parade for ì6
years and showed hls honses at the Los Angeles

County Falr,
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Ranney House l6l East Orangethorpe Ave

This fine imposing Spanish Colonlal Revlval

residence can be found in a surprislng locatlon, lt
slts ln the center of the Haclenda l"loblle Home

Park on East Orangethorpe. Once the home of the
E. L, Ranney famlly, the house now serves as a

meeting centen for the moblìe home park. which
is still owned by the family. E. L. Ranney was a

rancher and his wife was a school teacher, The

house features large pìate glass windows 1n most

of the spaciJus rooms. The woodwork is made of
eucalytus wood, popular durlng the ìate 1920's and

early 
.l930's. 

The large dinlng r00m contalns an im*
pressiveeucaìyptus-wood buffet, The breakfast
room features bowed wlndows on three sldes.

Allec l-louse 560 porter Lane
Now situated in an lndustrlal area south 0f East

Crowther Avenue, the Allec House ls the only re-
maining bullding ìeft at the Ontiveros-Kraemer-
Allec ranch location. Built ca, 1905, the house ls
one of 'the best survlving examples of the early
Colonlal Revlval sty'le of archltecture ln Placentla.
Peter Atlec came from France to Anahelm in 1888.

He went to work for a cousin who had a ranch there.
Two years ìater, hls slster, llany, and hls brother,
John, an ived in Anahelm. John and Peter went into
the sheep business ìn the l890's. Mary married Ben-

Jamin Kraemer and they had a large family. ln 
.l900

John bought l0 ares from the Kraemens for $65 an

acre, He married Clemence Phillips in ì902 and built
this house about that time.

AA
c{{OFtOÞ s\gr.lotb ñg{.lo)b €\(ÐþtQ/¡ ð((9HQ,r! 6\(9r.¡e,')å ñ9r¡Q)a d(gr4Q),ã6({9n9,/rc{(9r.¡CI'^c{9oe}¡bñ9r.¡Q)¡ ß19r"¡0J¡¡s\gr"}QÞñ9þ}Ohñ9!tOÈ)



The settlernent we now calì La Jolìa was orlgl-
naììy named La Vilìa Carlos. lt is a stable family
conimunlty wlth approximately the same boundaries
as it had durlng the ì920's. La Joìla Street was
opened ln lglB and the lanC subdivlded in ¡924, How-
ever, the development pians fon this neighborhood
bega¡ years before it actually became a reaìlty,
Samueì K.raemer, one of Placentla's most promlnent
ìandownens, sold a ìarge tract of land to Jacob
Sterns, a developer who was a partner ìn the Golden
State Reaìty Company. He subdivided the land into
large sections in 1906, lnJanuary of 1907, one of
the ìarge tnacts of land was sold to E. Leon Kornfeld.
By 1909 the Anaheim Land Company was in control
of the property, The Anaheim Eucalyptus Water Co.

was established ìn ì912, and designated to serve
this area. J. D. Norstnom bought the vacant section
of land in 1921, and he and G, H. Nichols began to selì
ìots in 1924, The first person to buy a lot was real
estate investon, Nellìe Cline, who purchased a com-
merciaì ìot on La Jolìa, Among those who bought

residential lots from 1924 to 1929 were Aguiles
Estavillo, l"licalìa Enrlquez, Emiìy Munoz, Albert
Lem0n, Luis Torres, Paul Martlnez, Patnocino Gaitan,
Frank Ogas, Francisco Urrutia, Alfred Martinez,
lliguel Belmontez, Aniseto Rios, Florensio Carrlllo,
and llaximimia llarmolejo. ln 1928 the Nlchols fam-
iìy sold the remqining unsold lots to Fred and

Adelaide Knause. llany of the founding famllles
remained in LaJolla for several years, survivlng
the Depression and raising thein children.

La.Iolla 
.

Historic District

I
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llost of the homes in the La Jolìa Historlc Dis-
tric|" are Califonnia Bungalows. Several ìumber

cornpanies, incìuding Reliance, Gìbbs, Ganahl,

Patton, and Davis were invoìved with tre home-
owners in buiìding the resi'Jences, Several appear

to be maiì order houses that came in a kit, arriv*
ing by raiìroad car, Others came as kits from
the ìocal ìumber companies. Some of the houses

were obvlously moved in because they are older
than 1924 and there were no buildings here at
that time. Two common architecturaì eìements
seen ìn the neighborhood are medium-width clap-
boand and square wooden porch posts. Some of
the houses do not have foundatlons and rest on

concrete piers. The community was almost com-
pìetely settled by the late 

.l930's. 
Approximately

88% of the home presently standing in La Jolla
today werebuilt before ì940. Two major events

have impacted the comrflunity: the f lood of 1938 :

and the swath cut through the center by the 57 
;

Freeway. The plcturesque board-and-batten bung-'

alow at the top right features elephantine porch 
r

posts, resting on piers. The house beìow was pro-

babty moved here, as it appeans to be oìder than

1924. La Joìla continues to be a quiet community

with wide streets and no sidewalks. llany of the

occupants have lived here for many years, Chlldren

and dogs play ln tñe yar ds, often watched over by

grandparents as theY garden,

crgfder,! ËqgHe)È d{{9HCI¡à cr{gHe)ËD .{9{{e¡tà.{(9HeÞ 3{(9He)ÈJ c(9He),2. 5{(9¡deÞ c\gHe¡lb dÚ9HeÈ c{gHe}å6{9F}e}r¡ c{9HeÞ.{9He}¡ãd{9f.1
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There are a handful of manufactured stone homes

and bulldlngs ln La Jolla, Thls method 0f construct-
ion was popular from about 1900 to 

.l915. A builder
could either buy the bìocks at a lumber yard or they
could be made at the bullding slte, wlth the use 0f
a special form. Thls is an early form of conrete
block, made to look ìlke handhewn granlte blocks.
The store building shown here was built in the ìate
1920's, ìong after this type of bìocl< had gone out
of style. There were a handfuì of stores and busl-
nesses along La Jolìa Street. These, the Catholic
Church on l1eìrose, and the La Jolla-llcFadden School

across the street were the social centers of the
community.

THE COIIIIUNITY RECOGNIZES A HERO

0n llarch 3, 1938, a llttle after mldnlght, a wall
of water swept through La Jolla and Atwood, a com-
munlty to the east of Placentia, lt was the result of
several days raln and f loodwaters covered most of
nonth Orange County. The Prlnclpal of the LaJoìla
School, Chester Whltten, gathered approxlmately
400 LaJolla resldents ln the sturdy school builcj-
ings and was proclaimed a hero for savlng many lives,
Ffve of the nineteen persons who dled ln the flood
were from L I Jolla. The school, which is pictured to
the lef t, is now a community centen, named after
Mr. Whltten, He served as Prlncipal from l9j5 until
1968, and never mlssed a day of school, He sillì
llves ln Placentla.
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The Richiìeld-Atwood Historic Distnìct has
been given this honorary designation because it ìs
ìmpontant to identìfy ìocations whìch were sìgni-
licant to Orange County's past. Richfield, once a

thniving town founded in the lBB0's, and Atwood,
subdivided in1924, weie not orìginaiì;r a part of
Pìacentia. Howeven, they had strong connections
to Anaheim, Placentia, and Fullerton,

The communìty now called Atwood js realìy two
towns which came ìnto being lorty years apart.
The town of Richfield, whìch once boasted over
2000 persons, was located to the north of Orange-
thorpe Avenue, 37 years later Atwood was laid
out to the south of 0rangethorpe.

Richf ield, lounded in lBB7, was a subdivision
of the ranch owned by J.W, Shanklin, who found-
ed ihe town. Legend says that it was caììed Rich-
lìeld because of ìts rich oil f lelds; h0wever, the
oil resounces wene not activeìy tapped untiì
ì919, when Chapman's No. I weìl became a gusher,
Richf ìeìd irad a school, a depot, and a commercial
strip aìong Orangethorpe, The depot was moved to
north Pìacentia and converted to a home, A school
was built for' the lower grades on the northeast
corner ol Richfield 5t. and Orangethorpe Avenue, ln
the 

.l920's 
the school was surrounded by oil wells,

llany new famiìies were movlng ìnto the town be-
cause the fathers had found work, ln the oil f lelds,
By 1940, howeven, the town was almost a ghost
town and the school was closed, The derrlck,s
which had dominated the skyline were taken down

and replaced with modern pumps that are stlll oper-

ating in Richf leìd todaY.

Ilichfield^,Aturood
Historic District i
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There are a lew scattered hìstoric houses in
Richfìeìd today. An empty ìot, populated with an

actìve oil pumper, is located in the center of town.
The orìginal commercial strip was demolished when
0rangethorpe was widened and has been replaced
with new buììdings. A pì:turesque cottage (top
right) of board*and-batten stands at the north end

of Lincoìn Street,watched over by the ìarge barn in
the back yard. An lmpressive Tudor Revival resi-
dence (ìowerrìght) is the onìy other buìlding 0n

LincolnStreet, Fourold houses ììne the aìley bet-
ween Depot and Van Buren Streets and a few are
scattered along Van Buren, New deveìopments have

recently been buiìt to the north and east of Cherry
and Depot Street.

Atwood was f ounded by Joe Wagner and Clarence
lJcFadden in 1924, Both were the sons of eanly Pla-
centia pioneen f amilies, They ran a big ad lor the
Atwood Home Tract, calling it the "beautiful new

deveìopment in Richf ield" with half acre lots. The

ad s¿¡id that there was good train service available,
and motor transit buses ran negularly, Water,
lights, gas, a school, and shops wene some of the

attractions. Atwood was named fot W. J, Atwood,

a populan purchasing agent fon the Chanslor-Canfield
llidway 0il Cornpany, which once owned most of the
ìand in the area. Some of the descendants of the

Hispanic families who bought land and built homes

in the 1920's, stii4 live here. The town of Atwood

received severe damage duning the l93B llood.
The residents rebuììt, however, and the town still
has its strong sense of community spirit,
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This ìs one of sevenal Caìif ornia Bungaìows built
in the south section of Atwood in the llid-1920's.

The streets were lined with these pleasant homes'

The f ìood of ì938 destroyed many of the oniginal

homes. During the 
.l940's 

and 50's severaì old houses

were moved in to f ilì the empty lots . l¡ lÇt:'9 thê

City of Pìacentia annexed Atwood and worked with
the residents to plan the upgr"adlng of the nelghbor-

hood streets and houslng stock

c\(tþlg Þ c\()HQ),/ð c\(9t'let^ ca{9{-18}r¡ 6(9f.lQt^ s\9þler'Þ ô(!)l'!Q:rr c\!tt'}Qlh c\gþlezÞ s\9F}OttÞ c\gr'}g^ c\lDHeÞc\9f{eÈ¡6rcHo d(gHQ!r'! d\{O{lG)/¡ sr(9þreirFì sa(ÐHof¡ c((g)Hg)'/l



tJntìl the ì950's, almost all of Orange County's

welì-established clties and towns had several

cìtrus pacKing houses along the railroad traclr.s,

The earìier packing houses were ìarge buildings

constructed of wood and l"opped with ga'rìed roofs.

The rooms inside were ìarge, with eìaborate truss-
work visible in the open ceiling. Because several

ol the early wooden buildings burned down, those

buiìt in the last l9ì0's, 20's, and 30's were usual-

ìy constructed to be more fire resìstant. The oìd

l(raemer Paclcing House at l0ì E, Crowther is
an exampìe of early wood construction. l¡ l¿ier
years it was covered with stucco, The Placentìa

i"lrrtual Orange Association building, located at l4l
South l'1eìrose, was constructed in 

.l920 
of stucco

and holìow core blocks. The earlìer packìng houses

di'l not have an architectural theme, but the off ice
portìon of the P. 11,0. A, buiìding was designed in a

formal Neo-classìcal motif, while the packlng

house sectìon has a Spanìsh Coloniaì infìuence'

The P. G.0. A. buìlding at 207-09 West Crowther
(1935), the Placentla Orange County Exchange buiìd-

ing at 211 W, Crowther (ì935), and the Placentla

Cooperatìve Orange Association packing house at

202 East Santa Fe (ì930) are alì lloderne in design'

There are five paclc.ing houses and one fruit
exchange office buiìding stilì standing aìong the

Santa Fe tracks,ìn Placentìa. Although they now

have other uses, the buiìdings are representative

of the most important economlc force ìn Placentia'

The citrus industry, whlch George Key says started

Placent'ia,
Paeking,House
Historic District

(Continued on page 37)
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(Contlnued from Page 35)

when Richard Gilman of Pìacentia pìanted the f irst,
commerciaì Valencia grove in 1880, was the bacl¿.-:
bone 0f the settìement of the area during the
lB80's and 90's. Starting about 1906, the proper'- ,

ous ìocaì ranchens began tr: ¡utld new ìarçe homes
on their property. The early ranchers traveled to
Fuìlerton and Anaheim to have theìr fnuit packed,

shipped and marl<eted. lt was ìn lBql that the
ranchers decìded to get together and market their
fruit in a cooperative venture. The system worked
so welì that in lB94 they incorporated the Placen-
tia 0range Growers Assocìation. They rented a

packing house in Fulienton for several years.
ln ì910 a committee consisting of Albert Brad-

ford, Samuel Kraemer, Harry H. Hale, William
Crowther and C. C, Chapman succeeded 1n getting
the Santa Fe Rallroad Company to buiìd a spur line
from Fuìlerton to Richf ieìd. lt was announced that
a depot and packìng houses would be erected. A

business dìstrict and bank were also established
in lÇrì0. Because housing was needed for the peopìe

who wouìd work in the fruit packing plants, sev-
eral blocks of residential lots were laid out. Those

who worked at the packing houses could wall¿. to
work. Not untìl oil was discovered in the eastern
half of Placentia in ì9ì9 did any other industry
have a major economìc impact on the cìty. For 40
years, from l9l0 untiì the early 1950's, Placentia's
packìng houses were some of the most successfuì
citrus-packing pìants in California.,

Pìacentia llutual 0range Assn. 341 S. llelrose St,

The building shown above was built ln 1920 and

ìs the second location for the P.11,0. A, The assoc-
iation was organized Octoben 

.l2, l9ì0 and Samuel
K.raemer buììt a packing house for the company 0n

the northeast corner of Bradford and Crowther.
That building stiìì stands. lt was the lirst packing

house ìn the clty and was completed in time to
handle the lgll crop. J. C. Tuffree was the first 

i

president of the assoclatlon and ranchers BenJamln
Kraemer, James Forbes, John Nenno, C. H, Lee, and

J, J. Schneider were members of the f irst board.

ln 1920, after severaì years of very successful
operation, the assocìation moved to the very ìarge
new buiìding shown above.
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Bradford Bros. Packlng House 100 E, Santa Fe Ave.
Aìbert Bradford, sometimes caìled the Father of

Placentia, and his son, Warren, constructed this
packinghouse in 1922. They packed their own fruit
using the Tesoro (Treasure in Spanish), Callfornia
Dream, 11ìracle, and 6reen llill brands. They also
packed oranges for some of the other ranchers,
charging by the box. They were not a cooperative
association, but did belong to the California Fruit
Growers Exchange, which shipped and marketed the
fruit. Albert's grandson inherited the packing
house and it was in business for over 40 years.

Placentla 0range Growers Assn.
207:Qg West Crowther .A.ve.

The P. 0. G, A packing house (shown beìow) is a

very large lloderne bulìdlng constructed ln lgiS
on the site of the origlnal l91O-era buitding. The
p.0. G. 4., founded ln 1894, was the f lrst coopera-
tive association in the Placentia-Fullerton area,
and one of the first two in 0range County, lt was in
business untll ì963, Their brands were Californla
Beìle, Carmencita and Columbo.

The Samuel Kraemer Packlng House, l0l E, Crowther
Ave. This is the oldest packing house in the city,
having been bulìt ln ì910 by Samuel K.raemer, a mem-
ber of the pioneer Kraemer family that purchased
3900 acres of land hene in 1865. This buiìding is of
frame and clapboard construction, but now has a coat
of stucco on the exterior, lt was the original Ptacen-
tia llutuaì Orange Assocìation building until lg20
when that. organization moved to 341 S, llelrose,

Placentia Cooperative 0range Assn, , ZLZE, Santa
Fe Ave Founded ln 1925 as a cooperative venture
involving severaì nancher's, the P. C, 0. A. bought a
packing house from J H. Strait and Company. ln
1930 they donated the old wooden buiìdTng to the
American Legion, who moved it to Bnadford Avenue,
and buììt this new Zigzag lloderne buiìding.

Placentia Onange Corrnty Exchange, 2l I W. Crowther
Ave, Tl ìs smaìì lloderne building, constructed in
1935, was not a pact<,ing house, but was an off lce for
the Placentìa Orange County [xchange, The Exchange
handled the marketing of fruit shlpments from 9000
acres of orange groves.
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ln the ì950's most of Placentia norlh of Chapman
was covered with citrus groves, The exception was
the oiì land to the east of Bradford, on both sides of
Aìta Vista, The Chapmans owned a large parceì of
land on the north side of Alta Vista and the Kraemers
had deveìoped their land on the south side of the
street as an oil f ield. There is stilì ample evidence
oi oll production on both propentles, even though the
derrìcks are gone, Part of the Chapman site has been
converted to a countr y cìub,

When the f irst pioneers arrived in Placentìa ln
the 1860's, 70's, and BO's, they built smalì homes

usually constructed of wood, The Kraemers lived ln
the ca lBl5 adobe built by the Ontiveros for several
years. During the lB90's a handfuì of ìmpressive
Victorians were bullt. Aìì of these homes are now
gone. As the citrus crops came into full production,

many of the ranchens became successfuì enough to
bulìd flne new residences, Durlng the perlod start
ìng soon after the turn of the century and lastlng
until the Depnession, several of the ranch famlìles
bui,lt flne new homes in place of their originaì
residences. They followed the popular styìes of the
era: Colonial Revival from 1900 to .l9,l0, 

Craftsman
from 1905 to 1925, and Spanish Colonlal, Tudon,

and American Coloniaì Revival durlng the .l920's.

Several of these homes still survive and are well
maintained. 

, 
They are shown on the following pages,
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A. 5. BRADFORD HOUSE

136 Palm Clrcle

Surrounded by a tree-shaded parli, the Bradford House is now a beau-
tlfuìy restored house museum, dedlcated to the remembrance of Placen-
tia's ploneer famllies, Albert 5. Bradford, who came to Callfornla ln 1888,
purchased 20 acres of Placentla land ln 1901, He planted oranges, walnuts,
and row crops, and moved a small house from the townsite of Carlton to
provide shelter for hls famlìy. ln 1908 he bought 20 more acres and called
the pnoperty Tesoro (ïneasure) Ranch. He went on to become one of the
area's most pnominent citizens. He ralsed much of the cltrus nur'sery
stock that helped make Placentla s0 prosperous, l1r. Bradford lald out the
original 60-acre townslte ln 

.l910, 
worklng to convlnce the Santa Fe Rall-

road to run a cut-off line from Fullerton to Richfield, and helplng to ralse
the $25,000 needed to purchase the rlght-of-way. Mn. Bnadford was ln-
volved ln eveny facet ol' Placentia's clvlc, economlc, agnlcultural, and

soclal life. The Bradford House serves as an elegant remlnder of the llfe
style of Placentla duning the helghth of lts agrlcultural prosperlty.
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KEY RANCH

625 Bastenchury Road
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The 6eorge G, and Hannah Key House, sltuated ln a tree-shaded hilltop
haven ln north Placentia, provides the vlsltor wlth a step bacl< ln time,

to the days when 0nange County was a quiet, but prosperous, agnicultural

community. The house was buiìt by George's father, George B. Key, in lB98'

ln 1908, when the ranch was ln full production, the house was enlarged and

signiflcantly remodeled. Oeorge 6, moved away when he married Hannah.

They returned in ì945 to ìive out the rest of their llves on the ranch. When

a tract was bulìt around the house, they wlsely retained the beautifully
landscaped grounds surrounding the resldence. George, who had a ìove for
the past, collected Placentia and Fullerton memoraþllia for over 40

years, making the second fìoor of the house into a museum. The outbuild-

ings and grounds hold a remarkaþìe colìectlon of farm machinery and ìtems

from Orange County's rlch agrlculturaì past, The County of Orange now

owns the property and this treasure trove of Orange County will be pre-

served as a slgnlf lcant landmark and museum'

.{g|reÞËq${e¡*b ¡tose¡¡ e{(gHCItà 3\0H8)â ô{9fio¡2¿ c{f gþ|olb t(g¡l@,¡¡ <(9s@Þ c(g)bf Q)'ã s\g)HO,,¡ cr(g r¡e!¡ ¡(9nel}| c{f€)tto,h .ï9t.lePe c{gset ¡ ¡ÑX¡A¡¡r{OHe)h dlgHgtã c'(Strdg/Þc{€)H(Þr(
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SA|1U[L KRAEIIER SR. HOUSE 230 Angellna Drrve

Samueì Kraemer 5r. was one of Pìacentia's most
prominent pìoneer ranchers and oil men. Thls was
his home nanch and center of aìl of his activities.
The impnessive brick Coloniaì Revival house was
built in 1904, after the Victorian famiìy home burn-

. ed to the ground. He and his wife, Angeìlna yorba

Kraemer, raised ten children here. ln addition to
farming large citrus holdings, Samuel Kraemen work-
ed with other pnominent citizens to establish the
Townsite of Placentia in 1910. His father, Daniel
Kraemer, who pur'chased a 3900-acre ranch here in
1865, was the first whlte settìer outslde of Ana-
heim in what was to become north Orange County,

ll

d(9HqÞ c{gþte/¡ s{9{.rotã cqgHeiÞ 6t(9l|le;Þ d.{glt.re¡rb d{(tútoÈb

bILBERT KRAEIIER HOUSE 525 N. Angelina Dr

Gilbent Kraemer was one of ten chiìdren born to
Samuel Kraemer and his wife, Angeìina Yorba
Kraemer. The Kraemer boys were known for being
hardworking lndustrious nanchers. They devoted
large amounts of land to citrus and later developed
business bulldlngs in Anaheim and Fullerton, 0ilbert
is still involved in a thrlving famiìy oil business.
He and hls wlfe, Esther llunger Kraemen, bullt thls
impressive Spanish Colonial house across the street
from his parents home in 1918. f t has a spacious
central patio and an open floor plan, making the
house ideal for entertaining.

't
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FRED TUFFREE HOUSE 2092 N, PIACCNIiA AVE

Clad in pink-tinted stucco, the Fred Tuffree House

is a f ine example of the Spanish Coloniaì Revivaì

styìe of architecture. Constnucted in 1928, the

house cost $35,000, a large sum in the 1920's.

Fred was one o1' nine children born to pioneer John

Tuffree, and his wife, Caroìina Poìhemus Tuffnee.

John and Caroìina received662 acnes of land as a

weddlng present in ì870. This home is on the forty-
acre portion of the family ranch lnherited by Fred

and his wife, llildred Normandy Tuf free. They ìived
in a smaìì home or/the property for severaì years

before buiìding this fine iarge house. lt iìlustrates
the success and prosperity of the citrus industry
dur"ing the years from approximateìy 1905 to l9l0

F

þ

J0HN TUFFREE HOUSE 1612 Klngston Street
John Tuf frþe was born on November 17, 1878 on

his parent's 662-acre Buena Vlsta Ranch ln north
Placentia. The large property was bounded by
Paìm Drive on the south, Pìacentla Avenue on the
west, Golden Avenue on the north, and Valencla
Avenue on the west. John and his wife, llabel Lee,
Itved in a small home on their 4O-acre citr"us
ranch until they built the Spanish Colonial house
shown above in l9lB, John was actlve in waten
conservation and serving on the Boand of the Ana-
heim Union Water Company lar 32 years. He was
president of the Placentla llutual Orange Assocla-
tion for 25 years. They often opened this loveìy
house fon gatherings and were known fon being
generous with their time and money.
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CHARLES WAGNER HOUSE 903 E. Yorba Lìnda BìvO.

Charies Wagner and hls wife, Maude Tayor Wag-
ner, built this fine Colonial Revlval mansion
in 1920. Chanles, like hls twin brothers, Joseph
and John, was the son of pioneer, Charles Wagner
5r., who anrived in the Placentïa area in l87l.
Charles Jr., a citrus nancher, helped organize the
Pìacentia Orange Growers Exchange and the Pla-
centla llutual Orange Assoclation. After living in
the original Wagner Ranch home for many years,
they decided to buiid this fine large residence
as a place to entertain friends. They used only the
highest quality materials in the construction of
thein dream home. Charles said the new house was
built to last and would look the same 200 years
from now.

.l :' I :.i ...i

J{)SEpl-i WAtiNtR HOUSE 705 E Yorlia Llnda Elvd

The Joseph Wagner House, a good example of arr

Airplane Craftsman Bungalow with Swiss chaìet

inf ïuences, was the home of a second-generation

Placentia pioneer. Joseph and his wife, llaude,

buiìt this line house in 1919, o;n 27 acres of land.

ln addition to naising oranges and walnuts, they

wene poultry lanciers and had a f lock of over 500
chickens. As the owner of Joe Wagner Realty ln

Anaheim, he was one of the founders of the Anahelm

Board of Realtons/ Aìong with Clarence llcFadden,

he was the developer of the Atwood Home Tract Tn

1924. An accompllshed baseball player, he was on

theOllnda team with famed baseball great, Wal-

ter Johnson.
ú{('HQ)h cqgHejtà ô(ot ÌQrh cre)Hg}à s{gþle'à 6{gHer,r r(9He)¡" ct('He¡Þ c<(tþtQ'ã c{9r.}gÞ c(ltrìQjrà G{gt{e¡Èã 6{(9HerÞ <sdeÞ r{g)He)Þ 6{(9HOÞ d{(gtle¡P¿ 5t{9&te¡" c{gHer¡¡ {
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Berkenstock House 829 Berkenstocl< Lane

Italìan Renaissance in style, the goìd and tan brick
facade of the Berkenstock House contrasts beautlfuììy
with the cream-c0ìored classlcaì porch columns, cor-
nice and wlndow trim. Built ln lglJ, this was the
second house on the 160-acre ranch, and was designed
by architect Frederick Eìey to be a showplace wlth
every comfort. l1r, Berkenstock made hls fortune as

a fumlgator and citrus rancher, He loved automoblles
and hls early collectlon of 6-cyllnder cars lncluded
a l"1oìine and a red Franklln. He enJoyed rldlng to the
hounds and was a member of the Placetnia Hunt Club,

t

-¿ð

1:l:il

830 Berkenstock Lane

t'-"1 - '.1 -1 ! I I t l- | i,i

Basten House

When A. H. Basten purchased his ranch in 1889, he

chrtstened it Rose Hllls Orchands. The 40 acr'es was
purchased for $65 an acre. Thìs is the second house

trn the property and was constructed 1n 
.l909 

by l-1r,

Basten and hls son, Evion, They hauled the rocks for
the 11rst story exterlor from Santlago Creek, Evlon

was one of the most popuìar men ln Pìacentla and ls
long remembered for hls generoslty, his untiring
work wlth the youth of communlty, hls ready smlle,
and hls great sense of humor, He was one of the

area's hardest worklng ranchers, often worklng from

early morning untll'late at night ln hls orchards, He

and Celia Larson were marrled ln ì910, They were

both very involved ln the Pìacentla Presbyterlan
Church. When the ranch was subdivlded ln 1965, the

house was preserved and is beautifully malntalned.
eþr¡C!È ¡(9neÞ oreHe¡¡i cf SHeÞ
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Bradford School Valencla Hlgh Schooì campus

ln onder to view the remnant of the l9l2 Bradford

School that stilì exists on the Valencia Htgh School

campus, you must go around to the back of the Audi-

torlum, The remalning wlng is dlstlnctlvely lllsslon
Revival 1n style, wlth an arched coìonade along the

front facade. ln ì9ll the School Board, recognlzlng
that a new school campus was needed as s00n as

posslbìe, because the Pìacentla Townsite, founded a
year before, was f 1lì1ng up wlth new houses, Eleven

acres was purchased on Bradford Avenue and a school

bond for $44,000 was passed by a vote of 86 to 13'

The impressive t"lisslon-style bullding was con*

structed in l9ì2. lt.served welì untll it burned 1n

1934, Luct<tìy thgy wgre abìe to save thls wing'
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Valencia High School 500 North Bradford Avenue

Until l93l Placentia students attended high

school 1n Fullerton, Placentla's flrst hlgh school

classes were heìd in the llisslon-st¡'le Bradford

Eìementary School that year, Roy Tlìlery was the

onìy graduate in the Class of 1934, 0n October 
.l0,

1934the entire school except the primary wing

burned down. Temporary school quarters were
found in the Calvary Church at the corner of Brad-

ford and Chapman Avenues. The new 1000-seat

lloderne-style audltorlum, deslgned by T. C. Kistner,
was built from funds fnom the PWA and SERA. lt
was ready for usd ln September of 1935, A ìong

wlng, ln the same style, was bullt ln 1937. An

impressive l'loderne gymnaslum and cafeterla were

built during that same time perlod. These bulldlngs

are belng preserved and well malntained,
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NENNO HOUSE

501 Palm Drive

THIS iS PROGRESS I

The scene of many of Pìacentla's ìoviest partles, the Nenno House ls

undergoing a remarkable restonatlon, Origlnaììy bullt on a 9-acre ranch ln

l907-08, the house is a mixture of Craf tsman and Coìonlaì Revlval archi-
tecture. John and Antoinette Nenno came to Placentia in lB92 from Pasa-

dena, three years af ter they were married, John worked as a fumigaton for

Wiìliam Berkenstock. lleanwhile, the famlly purchased the ranch, built a

smalì hgme, and pìanted a grove of small orange trees. By 1907 the grove

, had been in production for severaì years and the Nennos had become very

successful. lt was then that they buiìt this ìar:ge home, llving out the

rest of their llves here. After thelr daughter, Faustlna, dled ln 1958, the

home became a fraternlty house. lt is in the process of being retunned to

its orig inal beauty and wlìl house pnofesslonal of f lces,



.9t

òcI't
ôcI
.{¡

ô)
3I
\
Q)
3'
9-)'I
.r\

ô)
ô
V

ò
I
ò3I
\
e)
!I't
t
È,
1

I
dt
ð
eII
ð

9
{
ðs
6r
I
ôcII
ô3
6ì
Y

åg
9)

ðcI
å1
I
å
il

Ð
!
.

å3o
=(

åeI
ÐcI(
å
I'(
åc
6l

åc
'

w(

when I first saw Pìacentia around 35 years ago, 1t resembìed a sea of
Orange gnOves. Here and there, along the quiet two-lane roads were
weìì-tended, grove houses, several of which were in the Spanlsh Coìonial
style, A surprlslngly large number of these houses stllì exlst and have
not changed much, However, the surroundlng terrltory has and these homes
are n0\i located aìong heavily-traveìed noads, amld a sea of tract houses.

As part of my responslbillty 1n conducting the historic resources survey,
I was nequired to drive each street ìn the city, armed wlth pnevlous infor-
rnatlon gathered by the Pìacentia Historlcaì Committee. Together, we
found many wonderful t¡ easures and have documented over 150 of them,
we saw lots of nelghborhoods, some new and some oìd, and were very
irnpressed with much of the new as weìì as the old.

It was a pleasure to worl<, in Pìacentia, lt 1s such a beautiful cìty, The
Placentla Hlstorlcaì Commlttee, whlch helped to malr.e thls survey a

reallty, 1s a dedlcated group. I'm sure they ln the yeans t0 come, they wiìì
add much to the work already compìeted, I realìy enjoyed worklng with
the Committee and the City Staff of Placentia,
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