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Wishful Recycling Can Do
More Harm Than Good
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Sometimes recyclers get a little too
enthusiastic and put the wrong things
into recycling containers. For some,
these are careless mistakes. But for
others, this is “wishful recycling” —
filling your container with items you
believe should be recycled or hope will
be. Unfortunately, wishful recycling can
do more harm than good.
Recycling is a group project that
depends on all of us making good
decisions and following a common set
of instructions. We understand that
this can be challenging. Here are some
common do’s and don’ts that apply
almost everywhere.

“When in doubt,
go find out.”
Beth Porter,
Reduce, Reuse, Reimagine
Place flattened boxes inside your
recycling container.
• Keep recycling loose.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Christmas – Wednesday, December 25, 2019
New Year’s Day – Wednesday, January 1, 2020
Memorial Day – Monday, May 25, 2020
Independence Day – Saturday, July 4, 2020 (regular service)
Labor Day – Monday, September 7, 2020
Thanksgiving – Thursday, November 26, 2020
Christmas – Friday, December 25, 2020

If your weekly pickup is on or after the holiday, your pickup that week will
be delayed by one day. For instance, when the holiday is on a Wednesday,
Wednesday’s collection will take place on Thursday, Thursday’s on Friday, and
Friday’s on Saturday.

“We know consumers want to do
their part to help the environment
and to be better recyclers,” said Pete
Keller, vice president of recycling and
sustainability at Republic Services. “We
all need to do our part to ensure only
clean recyclables are in the recycling
container.”
Don’t be a wishful recycler.
Combine your good intentions with
good information. Learn what is
accepted and how to prepare it
properly. Remember, when in doubt,
go find out! Visit RecyclingSimplified.
com or give us a call at 714.238.2444.
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• Don’t put items smaller than a
credit card (coffee pods, loose
bottle caps, shredded paper) into
the recycling container.
• Don’t bag your recycling (except
plastic bags, which should be
bundled together).
• Don’t put smelly items, like dirty
diapers, into recycling bins. (Dirty
diapers aren’t recyclable! Please
put them in the waste container.)
• Don’t put “tanglers,” such as
garden hoses, loose plastic bags,
mini-blinds, power cords or
Christmas lights, into recycling
containers.

s

DON’T
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Holiday Schedule
There will be no recycling and waste collection services on these holidays:

DO

• Stick to the basics: plastic bottles
and jugs, glass bottles and jars,
metal food and drink cans, and
clean paper and boxes.
• Empty. Clean. Dry.® Empty all
food and beverage containers
completely. If needed, wipe or rinse
them out. Allow them to dry before
you toss them into your container.
• Put caps and lids back on plastic
bottles and jugs after they dry.
• Break down and flatten boxes.
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Mark Your Calendar for the
Compost Giveaway
The City of Placentia and Republic
Services will be giving away compost for
free on Saturday, February 8, from
7:30 to 10:30 a.m. (while supplies last),
at Tri-City Park, 2301 N. Kraemer Blvd.
Please bring your own containers to fill
(no bags). There is a limit of 60-gallons
per household.
Compost creates healthier soil by
adding organic matter and improving

soil structure. Healthy soil uses water
more efficiently, allowing available
water to flow toward your plants’ roots,
storing water in the soil longer and
reducing runoff and erosion.
To receive free compost, residents
must provide proof of residency
(California driver’s license or utility bill).
For more information, contact
Republic Services at 714.238.2444.

Page 2

Winter 2019

Tree-cycle After the Holidays
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Real holiday trees will be accepted at the curb
by Republic Services from Monday, December
30, 2019 – Friday, January 10, 2020. Be sure to
take off all of the lights, ornaments, tinsel and
garlands, as well as the metal or plastic stand.
Set the bare tree at the curb. If
your tree is more than 6 feet tall,
please cut it in half for safe and
easy collection.
If you don’t take your tree down
until after January 10, 2020, please
cut it into pieces that will fit into your
yard waste container with the lid
closed. You can also recycle holiday
wreaths and greenery in your yard
waste container. The wreaths and
greenery must also be bare, so please
remove all wire, hooks, bows and other
decorations. Collected trees and greenery
are turned into mulch, compost and ground cover.
If your family enjoys an artificial tree, pack it up for next year. If you are
discarding an artificial tree or wreath, please place it into the waste container.
Artificial trees and wreaths are not recyclable.

Recycling Tips for the
Holiday Season
The holidays are the most wonderful (and wasteful) time of
the year. Americans generate 25% more waste than average
between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day — almost 1,000
pounds per household.

WHAT TO RECYCLE

WHAT TO THROW AWAY

WHAT TO DONATE/REUSE

WHAT TO COMPOST

Plastic bottles
Soda cans
Plastic cups
Cardboard boxes
Wrapping paper

Foil wrapping paper
Cellophane wrapping
Disposable decorations
Polystyrene peanuts
Bubble wrap

Gift bags
Ribbon
Bows
Decorations
Packing materials
Artifical trees
Clothing and shoes

Fruits
Vegetables
Bread
Pasta
Chips

Host a Sustainable Holiday Party
Set up separate labeled containers for recycling and food alongside your waste to
help guests dispose of waste materials properly.
Don’t bag your recyclables. Keep them loose and free of food and liquid residue.

Keep Your Wrapping Simple (And Recyclable!)

The Right Way to Get Rid of
Large Items

We’re
Hiring
Republic Services
is always looking
for talented, hardworking employees.
Check out available
positions at
RepublicServices.
jobs.

an envelope or wrapping paper.

Separate Toy Boxes
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Toy packaging made of heavy cardboard is only recyclable when the cardboard is
separated from the plastic, including the plastic window on the box of a doll or action
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Before you call to request a bulk-item
pickup, stop and think. Could this
table and chairs be donated? Does the
washing machine still work, making
it useful to someone else? Would
your old laptop be useful to a family
member or friend? Before you dispose,
consider reuse. Many unwanted
items can be sold or donated so that
your “trash” becomes someone else’s
treasure.
If you can’t give away or sell
unneeded items, Republic Services
provides free pickup for large items,
such as furniture and appliances,
as well as electronics, at the curb.
However, you must call 714.238.2444
at least 24 hours before your regular
collection day to request a special bulkitem or electronics recycling pickup.
Why do you need to make the call? It’s
simple — Republic sends out different
trucks and crews to pick up bulk items
and electronics. If you don’t make the
call, Customer Service doesn’t know to
send out the correct truck.

Think twice when it comes to wrapping paper. Most foil and plastic-coated papers
cannot be recycled. Instead, try folding or re-rolling your wrapping paper to reuse it.

Slow Down to Get Around
To learn more about holiday recycling and waste tips,
visit RepublicServices.com or call XXX.XXX.XXXX .

©2019 Republic Services, Inc.

Remember that household
hazardous waste is not picked up at the
curb. If you have unneeded household
chemicals, such as tub and tile cleaner,
toilet bowl cleaner, paint, stain, paint
thinner, used motor oil, antifreeze,
pool chemicals, pesticides and similar
hazardous products, you may dispose
of them at no charge at the Orange
County Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Centers. For locations and
other details, visit OCLandfills.com/
hazardous or call 714.834.6752.

Distracted driving
causes too many
accidents. The easiest
way to ensure that
everyone gets home
safely each evening is
to keep your eyes on
the road.

Slow Down to Get Around laws, which
have been passed in California and
29 other states so far, require that
motorists slow down and move over
when they see a collection vehicle on
its route. These laws are similar to
those requiring motorists to move over
when they see emergency vehicles
pulled over to the side of the road or
school buses preparing to stop.
“We want motorists to move
over when they approach a waste
and recycling collection vehicle,” said
Darrell Smith, president and CEO of the
National Waste & Recycling Association.
“Driving safely should be a top priority
for anyone getting behind the wheel.
These laws carry an important message
— stay alert and slow down around

waste and recycling trucks.”
Follow these steps to avoid an
accident when you see a recycling or
waste truck stopped or slowed:
• Slow down when approaching a
recycling or waste truck making its
rounds. Stop if necessary to allow
workers to do their jobs.
• Look for workers before attempting
to pass the truck.
• Check for traffic approaching from
the opposite direction before
attempting to pass the truck.
• Avoid distractions like texting,
talking on the phone, adjusting
your entertainment system or
programming your GPS while
driving near a recycling or waste
truck.
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Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions from
California Landfills
Senate Bill 1383 (SB 1383, passed in 2016) targets pollutants that have a potent effect on our climate. One of these
pollutants, methane, is a powerful greenhouse gas that is produced when organics break down in landfills. Landfills
are the third largest emitter of methane in the State of California. Currently, organics comprise two-thirds of the
waste disposed in California landfills.
Reducing methane emissions from California landfills is a top priority of SB 1383, which includes goals to
reduce organic waste disposal by 75% and increase edible food recovery by 20% by 2025. Organic waste includes
lawn and landscaping debris, wood, lumber, food and fibers, such as paper and cardboard.
CalRecycle and the California Air Resources Board estimate that implementing this legislation will create $17
billion in economic benefit, result in as many as 90 new organic waste recycling facilities and create up to 11,700
permanent jobs in California. In addition, the use of two of the resulting products, renewable natural gas and
compost, will improve both air quality and soil health.
Learn more about SB 1383 at CalRecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/education.

Collection
Day Tips

®

Empty. Clean. Dry.

Help keep your neighborhood tidy and make
sure your curbside containers can be properly
emptied. Follow these simple tips:
• Close the lids on all of your containers.
• Bag waste that will be placed into your
waste container.
• Place containers at least 2 feet away
from each other, as well as mailboxes,
telephone poles or parked cars.
• Roll containers to the curb by 6 a.m. on
your collection day. If you aren’t an early
riser, set out your containers the night
before collection.
• Place containers with the wheels and
handles facing your house.
• Don’t place bagged waste on top of your
waste container.
• Don’t overfill containers. Save extra
materials to be placed in containers the
following week. You can also drop off
materials at the Transfer Station, where
fees will apply for some items.
• Keep your green waste containers free of
contaminants. Only yard waste, such as
leaves, grass clippings, limbs and brush
trimmings, should go into your green
waste container. Although palm trees and
yucca plants may grow in your yard, palm
fronds and yucca leaves must go into the
waste container because they cannot
be shredded by the equipment that
processes other yard waste. Keep plastic
bags, bottles, cans and pet waste out of
your green waste container.

Keep all recyclables
free of food and liquid

Know what
to throw
Place these items in
the recycling container

Don’t bag it
Never put recyclables
in bags or containers

Plastic Bags
& Wrappers

NEVER place these items
in the recycling container

Greasy Pizza
Boxes

Flattened
Cardboard

Paper
Food

Diapers

Metal Cans

Plastic Bottles
& Jugs

Learn more at RecyclingSimplified.com
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Eating Well While Wasting and Spending Less

• Reduce your food waste at home.
Make a list before you shop.
Purchase only the amount of
food that you need for the meals
you will be eating at home. Avoid
exotic ingredients that are needed
for a single recipe. Adjust recipes
to make the amount your family
needs. Store leftovers in the
refrigerator or freezer.
• Shop your own fridge and pantry.
Look for items you need to use up
and then search online for recipes
that require them. You might
discover a new family favorite.
• Reduce food waste at restaurants.
If portions are large, share a full
order with your companion. When
you are full, put leftovers into a
carry-out container. Better yet,
bring your own reusable container
from home and put leftovers into
it. Remember to eat the leftovers
soon!
• Mark one refrigerator shelf as the
“eat first” section and put leftovers
and items nearing their “best-by”
dates there.
• Freeze food for future use. If you
bought too many carrots, you can
chop them up and freeze them.
They’ll be ready to toss into a nice
soup this winter. Green peppers
and onions can be chopped, frozen
and pulled out to add to meatloaf
or omelets.
• Create your own vegetable stock.
Toss wilting vegetables and aging
spices into a pot of water and let it
simmer. Cool and freeze the stock
for later use.
• Learn to make jams, jellies and
homemade salsa to use up extra
fruits and vegetables.

Contact Us
Trash Collection Service
714.238.2444
Household Hazardous Waste
714.834.6752
Public Disposal Center
714.238.2444
Billing
714.238.2444

• Share unwanted food with friends
and coworkers. Do you have
leftover birthday cake? Invite a
neighbor over for a slice or take the
extra to work.
• Donate unneeded food products
to local food banks and other
charitable organizations. Go
through your non-perishable
boxed and canned goods regularly.
If an item has been sitting in your
pantry for six or more months, you
probably aren’t going to use it. Give
it to someone who will eat it.
• Give away excess garden produce.
Share nature’s bounty with friends,
neighbors and coworkers.
• Compost your food scraps. You
can compost fruit and vegetable
scraps, as well as bread, pasta,
grains, coffee grounds and tea

bags, in your backyard compost
bin or pile. Bury the food about
10 inches below the surface to
discourage unwanted visitors. You
can also compost food scraps in a
vermicompost (worm composting)
bin indoors or an in-ground food
composter outdoors.

In California, recycling is mandatory
for many businesses and multifamily properties. If you operate a
business or manage an apartment
or condominium community, learn
how Assembly Bills 341 (paper and
containers) and 1826 (yard and
food waste) affect you by contacting
Republic Services at 714.238.2444
or visiting RepublicServices.com.

SaveTheFood.com
USDA.gov/foodlossandwaste
EPA.gov/sustainablemanagement-food

Running a Clean Fleet
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Renewable Natural Gas (RNG) has one of the lowest carbon intensities of all
alternative fuel technologies on the market. In fact, using trucks powered by
RNG helped Republic Services meet its emissions goals earlier than expected. In
addition, our investments in Compressed Natural Gas trucks and fueling stations
over the past 14 years made the use of RNG seamless. Best of all, in some cases,
the source of fuel for our RNG-powered trucks originates at our own landfills.
About 93% of our fleet in California runs on RNG.

See Something? Say and Do Something!

To report Storm Drain
and Sewer Issues:
City of Placentia Public Works
714.993.8131

RepublicServices.com

Did You Know?

For More Tips to
Reduce Waste and
Save Money
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In the United States, about 40% of all
food goes to waste. That waste costs a
family of four about $1,500 each year
and results in nearly 3 pounds of waste
every day. At home, you can reduce
your food waste by using the 3 R’s —
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle:

When items are dumped illegally,
whether on roadsides, in alleys, along
creeks or on empty lots, it affects
all of us. What begins as a nuisance
and an eyesore can quickly grow as
the dump site attracts more illegally
dumped items. These piles become a
breeding ground for disease-carrying
rodents, insects and other pests.

They pose safety hazards to people,
especially children. They can decrease
surrounding property values. Plus, they
cost taxpayers millions of dollars to
clean up each year. Here’s what you
can do to help prevent and clean up
illegal dumping:
• When you see litter, pick it up. An
area that is clean and clear of litter

is more likely to stay that way.
• Use appropriate containers for all
of your recycling, waste and yard
waste.
• Don’t set large items that need to
be disposed, such as appliances
or furniture, outside until after you
make a call to schedule a bulk-item
pickup.
• When you spot an illegal dump site,
don’t ignore it. Instead, note the
location and report it to your city.
• If you see someone dumping
illegally, do not confront them. If
possible, discretely take a photo
of the activity. Write down a
description of the person and/
or vehicle, as well as the license
plate number. Call your police
department’s non-emergency
number to report this activity.
• Take part in community cleanup
programs to help keep your city
looking good for residents and
visitors.

