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Background
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County Islands
ÅIn Orange County, unincorporated land that is located 
within a cityôs urban service area is considered an 
ñislandò (also sometimes referred to as a ñpocketò)

ÅThe Countyôs main function is to provide regional 
services. It is their mission to assist cities to annex 
county unincorporated islands into their communities 
by working with the Orange County Local Agency 
Formation Commission (OC LAFCO)

ÅOC LAFCOôslaw suggests that cities should 
ultimately annex territories within spheres of influence 
and suggests that cities are more effective providers 
of routine daily municipal services than counties. 
LAFCOôsprimary mission is to assist cities and 
counties in the annexation process
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County Islands
ÅSince 2000, OC LAFCO has successfully 

collaborated with the County and 15 cities to 
transition several unincorporated county areas to 
cities

ÅLa Habra has recently annexed its remaining 6 
County Islands within their sphere of influence

ÅThe remaining unincorporated areas in the 
County, each with a combination of challenges 
(e.g., historical resident and agency opposition, 
lack of infrastructure financing, differences in 
city/county development standards) require 
strategic partnership involving LAFCO, the County 
of Orange, and cities with adjacent unincorporated 
areas
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Hamer Island

Boundaries
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Hamer Island General Statistics

1. Located entirely within Placentiaôs Sphere 

of Influence

2. 75 acres

3. 1,045 residents

4. 346 single family homes

5. 573 registered voters in the County Island

Á30,481 registered voters in Placentia
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Additional Background

Description Designation

Supervisorial District 4th

OCHall of Administration 22 miles

City Council District 3rd and 4th

City Hall Distance 3 miles

Within City of Placentia's General Plan?
¸ŜǎΣ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ tƭŀƴΩǎ 

Sphere of Influence

City's General Plan Land Use 
Designation

Current: Undesignated
Proposed: Low Density Residential

Fire Stations (within 1-mile radius) Placentia Fire Station #2

Parks (within ½ mile radius)
Parque Del Arroyo Verde (Placentia)

Wagner Park (Placentia)
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Hamer Island 

Infrastructure Statistics

¶Curb miles to sweep: 6.36

¶Road centerline miles to maintain: 3.09

¶Streetlights: 45

¶Parkway trees: 78

¶Pavement maintenance last completed: 2013

¶Average Pavement Condition Index: 72

¶Surrounding City arterial roads are used by Island 

residents and provides only access to Island
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Potential Benefits of Annexation for 

Island Residents
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Potential Benefits

Å More efficient local government service delivery for residents

Å Faster emergency response times and public safety services

Å Eliminates confusion and/or disagreement over which entity (City 

or County) provides service to Island residents, particularly in an 

emergency 

Å Local control and greater accountability for Island residents over 

the quality and cost of services

Å Creates parity for City residents who are paying for services and 

programs Island residents benefit from (police, fire, EMS, parks 

and recreation programs)

Å Local property tax dollars spent locally
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Direct Access to 

Local Government Services

ÅGraffiti Abatement

ÅDead Animal Removal

ÅCode Enforcement

ÅRecreation Programming

ÅPublic Facilities

ÅStreamline Permits for Home Renovations

ÅHome Occupancy Business License

ÅRight-of-Way Maintenance and Emergency 
Response
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Current Island 

Service Providers
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Current and Future Service Providers

Service Current Provider Provider Upon Annexation

Law Enforcement Orange County Sheriff Placentia Police

Fire Protection & EMS Placentia Fire & Life Safety & 
Lynch EMS

Placentia Fire & Life Safety & 
Lynch EMS

General Government County of Orange City of Placentia

Public Works County of Orange City of Placentia

Animal Control County of Orange County of Orange

Refuse/Solid Waste Republic Waste Services Republic Waste Services

Water Yorba Linda Water District Yorba Linda Water District

Sewer Yorba Linda Water District Yorba Linda Water District

Street Sweeping County of Orange ςSunset 
Property Services

RF Dickson

Code Enforcement County of Orange City of Placentia

Parks & Recreation OC Parks (Regional) and City of 
Placentia

OC Parks (Regional) and City 
of Placentia
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Annexation and 

Revenue Analysis
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Property Tax Bill Analysis

Hamer Island 
Rate

City Rate

Basic Tax Levy 1.00000 1.00000

Placentia Yorba Linda School District .06032 .06032

North OC Community College .03198 .03198

Metro Water D-MWDOC .00350 .00350

TOTAL RATE 1.0958 1.0958
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Property Tax Bill Analysis

County Tax Bill City Tax Bill

Mosq / Fire Ant Assessment 7.70 7.70

Vector Control Charge 1.92 1.92

MWD Water Standby Charge 10.08 10.08

OCSD Sewer User Fee 339.00 339.00

TOTAL TAX $670.70 $670.70*

* Does not include solid waste billing. Trash hauler bills for solid waste on property tax bills 
instead of monthly bills.
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Utility User Tax
Actual Sample from Placentia Resident

Item
UUT(3.5%) 
per month

Land line/cellphone/telecom. $1.29

Cable TV $0.31

Electricity $4.12

Gas $0.55*

Placentia FiberCity TBD
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Residential Refuse Rates

Service County Island Customers Placentia Customers

Waste Hauling and Recycling 
(Republic)

$25.98*
per month for County 

Island customers

$28.81
per month for Placentia 

customers
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*Further discussions required between County, City and Republic 
regarding ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ existing waste hauling agreement with 
Republic.



Street Sweeping Services

ÅCurrently, Sunset Property Services is under 

contract with the County and provides street 

sweeping services twice per month on Fridays

ÅIf the City were to annex Hamer Island, 

sweeping services would be provided by the 

City's contractor, RF Dickson, twice per month 

on Mondays (subject to transition period)
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Water and Sewer Utility Services

ÅYorba Linda Water District currently provides 

water and sewer utility service to Hamer Island

ÅThere would be no change in service provider 

upon annexation

ÅThere will be no additional costs for water and 

sewer service to Hamer Island ratepayers as a 

result of annexation
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County Island Addresses

ÅThere is no need to change existing addresses

ÅResidents will retain their current address and 

zip code

ÅNo changes to residential mail delivery
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City Council Voting Districts
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City Council Voting Districts

ÅThe City has 5 City Council Districts

ÅIf the City were to annex Hamer Island, the Council District 

boundaries will be readjusted with the assistance of a 

professional demographer 

ÅResidents would be eligible to vote in their first Placentia 

Municipal Election in November 2024

ÅThere are no voting impacts to Island residents, with or 

without annexation
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Public Safety Service Analysis

Law Enforcement
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Police Services for Hamer Island

ÅShould the City of Placentia annex Hamer 

Island, law enforcement services shall be 

provided by the Placentia Police Department
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Placentia Police Dept. Response 

Times

Placentia Police Station
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OC Sheriffôs Response Times

North Operations Sheriff
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